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Public Health Update
Nationwide Shortages of Reagents for Testing SARS-CoV-2 Virus
March 17, 2020

Situation

Due to nationwide shortages of reagents for testing SARS-CoV-2 virus, the Southern Nevada
Health District (SNHD) has exhausted our current supply of reagents and must cease testing
immediately. SNHD advises sending SARS-Cov-2 samples to the reference laboratory of your
choice (Quest Diagnostics or LabCorp) until further notice. The link below has example reference
laboratories now performing the test.

Recommendations

FDA has updated collection and transport guidelines for SARS-CoV-2 samples, also outlined in the
Frequently Asked Questions in the following link.

http://iwww.fda.gov/medical-devices/emergency-situations-medical-devices/fags-diagnostic-testing-
sars-cov-2

Southern Nevada Health District will give further guidance for testing as the situation evolves.
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation during this emergency situation.

Resources

Federal Drug Administration (FDA) - FAQs on Diagnostic Testing for SARS-CoV-2:
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/emergency-situations-medical-devices/fags-diagnostic-testina-
sars-cov-2

FDA - Policy for Diagnostic Tests for Coronavirus Disease-2019 during the Public Health
Emergency: https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/policy-
diagnostic-tests-coronavirus-disease-2019-during-public-health-emergency
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Health Alert: conveys the highest level of importance; warrants immediate action or attention

Health Advisory: provides important information for a specific incident or situation; may not require immediate action

Health Update: provides updated information regarding an incident or situation; unlikely to require immediate action
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