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The Mosquito Life Cycle

re you raising
mosquitoes in your
backyard?
Biting insects are more than a nuisance.
Mosquitoes can carry diseases, such as West
Nile virus, that infect humans and animals.
In order to protect yourself and your family,
you need to know how mosquitoes survive
and breed. Then you need to examine your
yard to identify potential sources for standing
(or stagnant) water, which is where
mosquitoes breed.

A Quick Lesson about
Mosquitoes
Mosquitoes must have water to complete their
life cycles. They develop in the water in 7-10
days during warm weather. They never
develop in grass or shrubbery although the
flying adults frequently rest there during
daylight hours.

Chironomid midges look very much
like mosquitoes, but they can’t bite and
aren’t harmful. They can be a public nuisance
because they develop in great numbers. They
gather in swarms and when at rest they cover
screen doors, windows and walls. They look
much like a mosquito and develop in the
same water where mosquitoes develop.
However, upon a closer look, the midge:

Larva: The larva or “wriggler” comes to
the surface to breathe. It sheds its skin (or
molts) four times during the next several
days. It grows rapidly between each molt.
The stages between molts are called
instars. On the fourth molt, it changes
into a pupa.

Adult: The newly emerged adult rests on
the surface of the water until it is strong
enough to fly away.

Only the female bites to obtain a blood meal.
The male mosquito feeds only on plant juices.
The female mosquito may live as long as
three weeks during the summer and many
months during the winter in order to lay her
eggs in the spring.
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Does not kill mosquito larvae.

Mosquitoes have Twins

Eggs: Some mosquitoes lay eggs in a raft
containing 100 to 400 eggs or singly on
the water or damp ground where water
will later cover them. Within a day or two,
the eggs hatch into larvae.

Pupa: The pupa or “tumbler” cannot eat.
It breathes through tubes on its back. The
mosquito grows inside the pupa. It
becomes fully developed within about two
days, at which time it splits the pupal skin
and emerges as an adult.

chlorine

• Does not have a biter (proboscis)

Fish Eat Mosquitoes
Fish help control mosquitoes because they eat
the larvae. Mosquito fish (or Gambusia
affinis) are used in ornamental ponds, unused
or “out-of-order” swimming pools and animal
water troughs. They require no feeding.
These fish do not lay eggs, but give birth to
well developed and very active young. They
breed throughout the summer and produce a
new brood every four to six weeks. The
young, though small, begin destroying
mosquito larvae at once. Mosquito fish grow
rapidly, reaching a maximum size of about
two inches.

• Has a body (abdomen) longer than the
wings
• Is about the size of a mosquito

