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• Most fatal drug overdoses 

are unintentional

• The preliminary rate of fatal 

unintentional overdose in 

2020 was higher than the

peak in 2011 (21.2 vs 19.2 

per 100,000)
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*Preliminary and subject to changeImage source: https://www.pbs.org/newshour/health/fentanyl-deadlier-
heroin-single-photo
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Drug Class % of Deaths

Benzodiazepines 31%

Psychostimulants 25%

Natural/Semi-Synthetic Opioids 23%

Cocaine 20%

Heroin 2%



• Increased need for polysubstance use focus in community 

response

• Recognition of substance use as a 

chronic health condition that is:

• Multifaceted

• Preventable

• Treatable

• NOT a moral failure or criminal 
behavior

Volkow, N. D., Poznyak, V., Saxena, S., Gerra, G., & UNODC-WHO Informal International Scientific Network (2017). Drug use disorders: impact of a public health rather than a criminal justice approach. 

World psychiatry : official journal of the World Psychiatric Association (WPA), 16(2), 213–214. https://doi.org/10.1002/wps.20428



1. Improve data collection

2. Safer prescribing

3. Stigma reduction

4. Harm reduction

5. Treatment expansion

6. Criminal justice reform

7. Regulatory changes

Saloner,B., McGinty, E. E., Beletsky, L., Bluthenthal, R., Beyrer, C., Botticelli, M., & Sherman, S. G. 

(2018). A Public Health Strategy for the Opioid Crisis. Public health reports (Washington, D.C. : 1974), 

133(1_suppl), 24S–34S. https://doi.org/10.1177/0033354918793627



Nonfatal overdose surveillance 

through EMS and hospital data

Linkage to care and/or drug use 

behavior among participants
Drug supply testing

Implementation of public health 

vending online sign up system

Partnership with public safety to 

improve data sharing





SNHD promotes statewide efforts to 

expand the Nevada Prescription Drug 

Monitoring Program (NV-PMP) :

• NV-PMP is housed at the Board of 

Pharmacy 

• Integration into: 

⚬ any Electronic Health Records

⚬ OpenBeds
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Source: https://www.nvopioidresponse.org; https://www.treatmentconnection.com





SNHD's Linkage to Action (L2A) team works in CCDC and 

overdose "hot spots" to connect people vulnerable to 

overdose to needed services

LVMPD's Law enforcement Interventions for 

Mental health and Addiction (LIMA) diverts low-

level, non-violent offenders to mental health 

treatment and substance use services within the 

community
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thank you


