
 
 
DATE: August 25, 2016 
 
TO:   Southern Nevada District Board of Health Members 
 
FROM: Joseph Iser, MD, DrPH, MSc, Chief Health Officer 
 
SUBJECT:  Chief Health Officer Report 
 
 
Vector Surveillance Update 

As of August 11, 2016, the Southern Nevada Health District is reporting 11 cases of Zika virus in 
Clark County residents. Ninety-six people have been tested, with nine test results pending. All 
positive cases reported by the Health District are travel associated, and updates are posted at 
www.SNHD.info/zika/updates.php as they are confirmed. Additional information about Zika 
virus disease is available on the Health District website and on the CDC website. 
 
St. Louis Encephalitis and West Nile virus-positive mosquito pools continue to be identified by the 
Southern Nevada Health District’s Vector Surveillance Program. To date, St. Louis Encephalitis-
positive mosquito pools have been identified in 32 unique ZIP codes, West Nile virus-positive 
mosquitoes have been identified in two unique ZIP codes, and in a rare occurrence two mosquito 
pools containing both St. Louis Encephalitis and West Nile virus-positive mosquitoes have been 
identified in one ZIP code.  

Nevada Colorectal Roundtable 
 
The American Cancer Society is holding the first-ever Nevada Colorectal Cancer Roundtable on 
August 26, 2016 at Roseman University, Summerlin Campus. Of cancers affecting both men and 
women, colorectal cancer is the second leading cancer killer in the United States. Screening is 
recommended for all adults age 50 to 75, with the decision to be screened after age 75 made by the 
patient in consultation with his or her physician. There are people with certain risk factors 
including a personal or family history of colorectal polyps or cancer, inflammatory bowel disease, 
or certain genetic syndromes that make it necessary for them to start the screening at an earlier age.  
 
This roundtable is important to Southern Nevada as screening rates for colorectal cancer continue 
to lag behind rates in Northern Nevada. Screening is an evidence-based intervention that saves 
lives. If everyone 50 years of age or older received regular screening for colorectal cancer, at least 
60 percent of deaths could be avoided through the removal of pre-cancerous polyps and early 
detection. The participation of health care providers in this important event demonstrates their 
commitment to raising screening rates throughout Nevada.  
 

 
 

http://www.snhd.info/zika/updates.php
http://www.southernnevadahealthdistrict.org/zika/
http://www.cdc.gov/zika/index.html


Accreditation Update 
 
Identifying documents to demonstrate the Health District meets the standards and measures of the 
Public Health Accreditation Board is one of the most important milestones of the accreditation 
process. The Health District begins its document selection process this month and has created 12 
teams for each of the 12 accreditation domains. Each team is composed of a team lead and three to 
five staff members from divisions and programs that represent subject matter covered by the 
domains. The objective of each team is to select documents that best illustrate the efforts of the 
Health District for their respective domains.  
 
Access to Care – Health District Epidemiology and Informatics staff created maps that highlight 
gaps in the health care system in Clark County. The maps illustrate percentage of uninsured, 
number of dentists by ZIP codes, and percentage of residents enrolled in Nevada Health Link. The 
maps are available for viewing at www.HealthySouthernNevada.org. 
 
The Healthy Southern Nevada website has undergone an extensive redesign. This includes 
introducing new indicators, improving the mini-dashboards, and allowing partners to publish the 
dashboards on their own websites. A unique benefit of this feature is that as dashboards are 
published on a partner website, visitors who click on the Healthy Southern Nevada link for more 
information will be redirected to the Health District’s website for resources. In order to promote 
the Healthy Southern Nevada website, a business card was created that features the website logo, 
address, community priorities, data dashboards, and tools and resources. The cards will assist with 
creating awareness of the website as a resource for community partners and stakeholders.  
 
Community Meetings 
 

• Met with City of Las Vegas staff regarding Zika/Vector Surveillance 
• Met with Clark County Detention Center staff to discuss collaboration 
• Interviewed with media as required (West Nile) 
• Conducted follow up visit with city and county managers/representatives regarding 

Zika/Vector Surveillance 
• Met with Roseman University staff to discuss collaboration 
• Participated in California Department of Public Health (CDPH) conference call for local 

health departments to provide updates on the Zika virus 
• Met with Jan Olivas, Mountain View Hospital regarding TB 
• Participated in Public Health Funding teleconference 
• Met with Southern Hills Hospital staff regarding trauma 
• Participated in NACCHO Finance and Board meetings 
• Participated in Big City Health Coalition meetings 
• Attended NACCHO Annual Meeting 
• Met with Greg Lovato, NDEP regarding NOA Outreach 
• Participated in Nevada Public Health Association Advocacy and Policy meeting 
• Met with Boulder City management and Nellis AFB staff regarding Vector 

Surveillance/Zika 
• Met with Clark County Commissioners Giunchigliani and Kirkpatrick regarding Medicare 

and general funding for the Health District 

http://www.healthysouthernnevada.org/


• Met with Clark County School District staff regarding future collaborative efforts 
• Presented at the “Antimicrobial Stewardship and Antibiogram” overview at the Nevada 

Hospital Association Policy Development Committee 
• Met with FDA staff regarding future collaboration with the SNPHL 
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