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- N Number of survey respondents
& with the condition of interest
— C.. Confidence interval (standard
© 95% confidence level adopted)
2 N/A Not available
= Hisp. Hispanic
< Multi. Multiracial

H.S. High school

Empl. Employed

Mem. Member

Unmarr. Unmarried
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= CDC's 2000-06 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) is the data source used for indicators related to health behaviors
and conditions in this section of the annual Clark County Health Status Report Supplement.

= For each indicator, demographic subgroups were selected to be cross-tabulated with the main questions of interest. Tabulations were
provided for the state of Nevada, Washoe County, and other participating counties in Nevada combined (excluding Clark and Washoe).

= Statistical analyses were conducted on weighted BRFSS data using SAS software to account for the complex sampling designs.
Prevalence estimates (in the form of percentages) computed from the BRFSS data are therefore, weighted estimates. Weighting of
survey records is necessary to correct for the differences between the sample and the population from which the sample is taken.
Prevalence estimates based on weighted BRFSS data are representative of the overall adult population in each state.

= Confidence intervals provide a means of assessing and reporting the precision of a point estimate (e.g. a prevalence estimate) by
accounting for uncertainties that arise from the natural variations inherent in sampling. This section has used the standard 95%
confidence level. This means that in 95 out of 100 cases, the estimated range between the lower and upper confidence limits contains
the unknown population parameter (e.g. the true prevalence) which is never obtainable and can only be estimated. Computation of
confidence intervals for prevalence estimates took into account the weighting of complex survey designs. While not equivalent to a
formal test of statistical significance, differences in prevalence are considered to be significant if the confidence intervals do not overlap.

= The issue of reliability arises when rates and percentages have small numerators, as rates and percentages based on small numbers
may fluctuate dramatically from year to year, or differ considerably across areas and demographic groups, even when there is no
meaningful difference. Although the provision of confidence intervals helps ensure that small differences will not be exaggerated, it is
recommended that prevalence statistics be used with caution when the number of survey respondents per cell is smaller than 20.
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