
 
 
DATE: March 23, 2017 
 
TO:   Southern Nevada District Board of Health Members 
 
FROM: Joseph Iser, MD, DrPH, MSc, Chief Health Officer 
 
SUBJECT:  Chief Health Officer Report 
 
 
Influenza Update 
 
As of March 4, 2017 the Health District is reporting six deaths related to flu, five in people over the 
age of 65, one in a person in the 25–49 age group, and 478 confirmed flu cases in Clark County.  
 
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), flu activity remains elevated. 
The CDC recently released an interim estimate on the effectiveness of seasonal influenza vaccine to 
prevent influenza-associated, medically attended, acute respiratory illness. The overall vaccine 
effectiveness against influenza A and influenza B infection was 48 percent. Vaccine effectiveness 
was estimated to be 43 percent against influenza infections caused by A virus, which has caused 
the most illness, and 73 percent against influenza B virus. These interim estimates indicate that 
vaccination has reduced the risk for outpatient medical visits for flu-related illness by almost half. 
Because influenza activity remains elevated the CDC is recommending that annual flu vaccination 
activities continue. The flu shot is still available at the Health District, and recommended for 
people 6 months of age and older who have not yet been vaccinated this season.  
 
Legislative Update 
 
Senate Bill 151 was presented to the Senate Committee on Health and Human Services on 
Wednesday, March 8. This bill would allow the Southern Nevada Public Health Laboratory to 
function as an independent laboratory to better serve the needs of our community. The bill is 
sponsored by Senator Mark Manendo and appeared to be well received by the committee 
members. The presentation stressed that passage of the bill would not impact the operations or 
funding of the Northern Nevada Public Health Laboratory, while allowing the Southern Nevada 
Public Health Laboratory to perform more tests in support of public health activities that directly 
impact, and in some cases only impact, Southern Nevada. The expectation of the Aedes mosquitoes 
that can transmit the Zika virus being found in Clark County, and contiguous parts of Lincoln and 
Nye counties, was cited as one example of the unique public health risks faced by our community.  
  
Testimony was also provided in support of Senate Bill 122. This bill requires the state to establish a 
program to award grants to local governmental entities and nonprofits to provide family planning 
services.  
 

 
 



Accreditation Update  
 
Work towards accreditation continues. The Health District’s Performance Management Plan is in 
the review process, and training on project management and reporting is being finalized to be 
offered to all staff.  
 
Community Health Improvement Plan (CHIP) priority group members provided a progress report 
on Wednesday, March 15, at the Southern Nevada Health District. The CHIP serves as a template 
for addressing health disparities in Southern Nevada. Attendees were provided updates on the 
progress of the three CHIP priority areas: access to care; chronic diseases; and policy and funding, 
as well as goal areas within each priority area. Details of the progress can be viewed on 
www.HealthySouthernNevada.org.  
 
Community Meetings 
 

• Attended the Big Cities Health Coalition and the NACCHO Board Leadership Conference 
in Washington, DC 

• Provided testimony for Senate Bill 166 – Establishes a program to survey pupils enrolled in 
public schools concerning the use and abuse of alcohol and drugs (BDR 34-795)  Sponsor: 
Senator Farley 

• Participated in Clark County Medical Society Board of Trustees meeting 
• Participated in Nevada State Medical Association Council meeting 
• Participated in Nevada Public Health Association Advocacy meetings 
• Big Cities Health Coalition Environmental Health Working Group Call 
• Met with Pham Chau, Medical Resident, to determine scope of project 
• Participated in Nevada Association of Local Health Officers’ teleconference 
• Attended Congressman Ruben Kihuen’s District Office Open House 
• Met with Bill Noonan, Boyd Gaming, Senior Vice President of Industry and Governmental 

Affairs 
• Participated in Nevada State Medical Association and Clark County Medical Society 

Legislative Core Group conference call 
• Participated in Nevada Urban and Rural County Public Health Meeting 
• Met with Dr. David Byun, newly appointed Public Health Officer for White Pine County, 

NV to continue mentoring 
• Met with Bruce Lesley, NonProfit Strategic Directions, President, to discuss governance 

best practice for upcoming NACCHO Board meeting 
• Participated in Nevada State Medical Association Governmental Affairs Commission 

meeting 
• Traveled to Reno, NV - Met with Julia Peek, State of Nevada, Kevin Dick, WCHD, Nicki 

Aaker, CCHHS, regarding UNR Forecasting Station.  Participated in Nevada Public Health 
Foundation face-to-face Board meeting 

• Participated in the one year in new building celebration with staff  
• Participated in HCA – Nevada Antibiograms next steps teleconference with Sunrise, 

Mountain View and Southern Hills Hospitals  

http://www.healthysouthernnevada.org/


• Met with Dr. David Byun, newly appointed Public Health Officer for White Pine County, 
NV to discuss guidance for establishing a structure that would fulfill the needs of White 
Pine County as that position has been unfilled for several years. 

• Met with Shawn Gerstenberger, UNLV, to discuss funding for the medical residency 
(GMEC) program 

• Met with Malia Dadsetan, Touro University, to discuss medical rotation opportunity 
• Participated in the Big City Health Coalition 2017 Monthly Call 
• Met with Karri Couste, DCFs, to discuss future collaborations 
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