
 
 
DATE: January 6, 2015 
 
TO:   Southern Nevada District Board of Health Members 
 
FROM: Joseph Iser, MD, DrPH, MSc, Chief Health Officer 
 
SUBJECT:  District Health Officer Report 
 
 

Ebola Update 
 
The Health District continues to monitor the West Africa Ebola outbreak; however, it is no longer 
operating in the Incident Command Structure. As needed, staff will continue to monitor individuals in 
the community as they are identified who may have traveled to one of the countries impacted by the 
outbreak. To date, all individuals who have been monitored by the Health District have been in low-
risk categories.  
 
As of January 6, 2015, a total of 20,747 cases have been reported, 13,224 of which are laboratory 
confirmed. There have been 8,234 deaths. In the United States there have been two imported cases, 
including one death, and two locally acquired cases in health care workers.  
 
2014 CTE and Overtime Report 
 
In the 2014 Calendar Year reporting period the Health District successfully reduced its overtime costs by 
72 percent and its comp time earned costs by 44 percent.  
 
 

Overtime and Comp Time Values 
January – December 2014 

  
Nursing 

Environmental 
Health 

 
SNPHL 

Community 
Health 

 
Administration 

 
All Divisions 

 
OT 

 
$38,619.30 

 
$92,087.94  

 
$17,360.80  

 
$2,347.98 

 
$13,451.26  

 
163,867.28 

 
CTE (hours) 

 
1,916.17  

 
4,963.36  

 
39.50  

 
426.54  

 
271.25  

 
7,616.82  

 
Unpasteurized Milk Update 
 
In the first volume of the new year, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) Emerging 
Infectious Disease journal includes a study that found the number of outbreaks in the United States 
caused by unpasteurized milk increased from 30 during 2007-2009 to 51during 2010 during 2012.  
This study is especially timely as Clark County considers implementing a Dairy Commission. A Dairy 
Commission is required in Nevada for counties to sell unpasteurized raw milk.  

 
 



Raw milk is one of the highest risk food products and carries a range of bacteria, toxins, parasites, and 
viruses. While many people believe that raw foods offer increased health benefits, there are no health 
benefits from drinking raw milk that cannot be obtained from drinking pasteurized milk that is free of 
disease-causing pathogens.  
 
The burden of disease outbreaks linked to the consumption of raw milk products falls on children and 
the majority of outbreaks occur in states that allow the legal sale of raw milk for human consumption.  
  
Accreditation Update 

 
• The six sub-committees; Community Health Assessment(CHA), Community Health 

Improvement Plan (CHIP), Strategic Planning, Quality Improvement and Training (QIT), 
Communication, and Documentation Standards & Measures have each been assigned a 
chair and co-chair to insure completion of objectives. In addition, each sub-committee has 
been tasked with completing a gap analysis of each assigned domain. 

• Presently there are four quality improvement projects in process at the health district. The 
projects are: standardizing/improving Board of Health report, Vital Records kiosk, new 
STD testing & billing improvement. Data will be collected on all projects and analyzed for 
improvement and effectiveness. 

• An accreditation logo has been approved and incorporates the iconic Las Vegas sign, using 
the catchphrase: “Welcome to PHABulous Southern Nevada.” 

• PHAB National Training is scheduled in Las Vegas for Thursday, February 19, 2015, from 
9:00am-4:00pm. The tentative location is the Gay & Lesbian Community Center of Southern 
Nevada, 401 South Maryland Parkway, Las Vegas, NV 89101. Public health agencies from 
Utah, Arizona & California have been invited to participate. 

• Health District staff will participate in Public Health Accreditation Board Site Visitor 
Training. The leadership team will pick 2-3 staff members to represent the health district at 
the national training. 

 
Community Meetings 

 
• Met with casino corporate security representatives and emergency responders regarding 

 local and regional activities leading up to New Year’s Eve and continuing until New Years 
day. 

• Began in-depth FY 2016 budget meetings. 
• Closed on new home for the Health District at 278 S. Decatur. 
• Continued preparedness meetings and teleconferences. 
• Attended the Nevada State Medical Association Public Health teleconference. 
• Attended the Las Vegas Medical District monthly meeting. 
• Attended the Clark County Medical Society meeting. 
• Met with John O’Reilly, Chairman, Nevada Medical Center. 
• Attended Shared Services Cross-Jurisdictional meeting. 
• Attended Department of Health and Human Services Board of Health meeting via 

teleconference. 
• Re-started annual employee recognition events. 
• Attended Nevada State Medical Association meeting via teleconference. 
• Met with Senator Joe Hardy regarding legislative and district issues. 
• Met with Romaine Gilliland, Director, Nevada Dept. of Health & Human Services. 



• Met with staff regarding Coroner’s Office/Mortuary PPE training. 
• Videotaped Ebola presentation for Health District website.  
• Followed up on complaint at local restaurant with Environmental Health staff. 
• Provided Ebola presentation to Library District and Rotary Club. 
• Met with Assembly Majority Leader Paul Anderson. 
• Met with Assemblyman James Oscarson. 
• Attended Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for Cedar Trail Park (Outside Las Vegas Foundation). 
• Met with the VA Hospital and Nellis Hospital regarding Ebola preparedness. 
• Conference call with Nevada County Social Services Directors regarding public health 

issues in urban and rural counties. 
• Attended NACCHO Board of Directors meeting teleconference. 
• Met with Councilman Bob Beers. 
• Attended SIDA Class to gain access through airport security.  
• Met with community partners to begin work on the Community Health Assessment (St. 

Rose, UNLV, and additional community partners). 
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