
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Mission:  To protect and promote the health, the environment and the well-being of Clark County residents and visitors. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

M I N U T E S 
CLARK COUNTY HEALTH DISTRICT 

DISTRICT BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING  
625 Shadow Lane 

Las Vegas, Nevada 89106 
Clemens Room - 8 A.M.  

Thursday October 26, 2000 
 

Chairman Brown called the meeting of the District Board of Health to order at 8:05 a.m. and the Pledge 
of Allegiance held.  Chairman Brown noted that she had been provided with Affidavit of Posting and 
Mailing of Agenda and the public notice, as required by Nevada’s Open Meeting Law.  The Affidavits will 
be incorporated into the Official Minutes. 
 

Present: 
Paula Brown Chairman, North Las Vegas  
Sherry Colquitt, RN Appointee, Las Vegas 
Susan Crowley Vice-Chairman, Henderson 
Jim Christensen, MD Physician Member At-Large 
Amanda Cyphers Councilman, Henderson  
Alice Fessenden Appointee, Mesquite  
Joseph Hardy, MD Councilman, Boulder City  
Paul Henderson Councilman, Mesquite 
Erin Kenny Commissioner, Clark County (telephonically) 
Mary Kincaid Commissioner, Clark County 
Donalene Ravitch, RN Appointee, Boulder City  
Gary Reese Councilman, Las Vegas 
Stephanie Smith Councilwoman, North Las Vegas 

 
Executive Secretary: 
 Donald S. Kwalick, MD, MPH 
 
Legal Counsel: 
 Stephen Minagil, Esquire 
 
Staff:  David Rowles; Clare Schmutz; Fran Courtney, RN; Ed Wojcik; Mike Sword; Lonnie Empey Glenn 
Savage; Hope Arrington; Sherri Hurlburt; Nancy Hall Denise Young; Rose Bell, PhD; Karl Munninger; 
Jane Shunney, RN; Michael Naylor; Harold Glasser; Lewis Wallenmeyer; Art Bashor; Jeanne Palmer; 
Jennifer Sizemore; Leo Vega; Forrest Hasselbauer; recording secretaries, Diana Lindquist and Montana 
Garcia 
 

P. O. Box 3902 – Las Vegas, Nevada 89127 – (702) 385-1291 – www.cchd.org 
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PUBLIC ATTENDANCE: 
 

NAME REPRESENTING
Alan Rae AAE Technologies, Inc. 
Doug Vind Regent International 
Susan Justice  Justice & Associates 
Mike Justice  Justice & Associates 
Wilma Robertson  Robertson Fruits, Inc. 
Michelle Romero  City of Henderson 
Bill Flother  Las Vegas Farmers’ Market 
Richard Bunker  Nevada Resort Association 
Tom Smigel  Nevada Dept. of Agriculture 
Rick Holmes  Clark County 
Russell A. Roberts  Apex Industrial Park, Inc. 
Terry Murphy  Strategic Solutions 
Helen Foley  Faiss Foley Merica 
Phil Speight  City of Henderson 
Dan Musgrove  City of Las Vegas 
Walter Bellard  Walter’s Louisiana Cajun Foods 
Alisha Metstore  Farmers’ Market Las Vegas & Henderson 
William Lynn  Las Vegas Fire Marshall 
Jason Geddes  Nevada Dept. of Agriculture 
Richard Dahlquist  Nevada Dept. of Agriculture 
Mike Buckantz  Justice & Associates 
Tom McRae  Coca-Cola 
Fred Couzens  Las Vegas Business Press 
Dick Serdoz  Nevada Division of Environmental Protection 
Sean Ross  Del Webb 
Freddie Evans  F & T Concession 
Tom Gardner  Republic Services of Southern Nevada 
Steve Johnson  Las Vegas Farmers’ Market 
Virginia Johnson  Las Vegas Farmers’ Market 
Tom Schulte  Farm Fresh Express (Farmers’ Market) 
Clete Kus  Clark County 
Launce Rake  Las Vegas Sun 
Lori Wohletz  City of Las Vegas 
Leslie Long  City of North Las Vegas 
Christine Robinson  Clark County 
Ashley Hall  Nevada Recyclers Association 
Clint Combs  Nevada Recyclers Association 
Tracey O’Connell  Handmade With Love (Farmers’ Market) 
Patricia Knox  Pat’s Catfish (Farmers’ Market) 
H. R. Johnson  Las Vegas Farmers’ Market 
Donna Pressel-Eaton  Las Vegas Farmers’ Market Gourmet Goodies 
Tim Thurtle  Sin City Tattoo II 
Jennifer Simich  Republic Services of Southern Nevada 
 
 
I. CONSENT AGENDA: 

These are matters considered to be routine by the District Board of Health and which may be 
enacted by one motion.  Any item, however, may be discussed separately per Board Member 
request before action.  Any exceptions to the Consent Agenda must be stated prior to approval. 
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*Chairman Brown briefly explained that per Member Kenny request, Item #4, Petition #74-00 and 
Chairman request, Item #7 Petition #80-00 and Item #8, Petition #81-00 would be removed from the 
Consent Agenda in order to be discussed.  Item #7 was being held in order to appoint a 
subcommittee and Item #8 in order to further explain the interlocal agreement and how it would help 
air quality in the valley. 
 
Before entertaining a motion for the Consent Agenda with the exception of items #4, #7 and #8, 
Chairman Brown opened the public hearing on the variance request, Item #9: a, and asked if 
anyone wished to speak on the request as Staff was recommending approval through the consent 
agenda?  There being no response she closed the public hearing on the variance request.   

 
Member Colquitt moved to accept the following Consent Agenda with the exceptions of Items #4, #7 
and #8.  Motion was seconded by Member Ravitch and carried unanimously. 
 

1. Approve Minutes/Board of Health Meeting – 09/28/00 
 
2. Approve Payroll/Overtime for Periods of  - 08/19/00 – 09/01/00 & 09/01/00 – 09/15/00 

 
3. Approve Accounts Payable Register - #791: 08/21/00 – 09/08/00; #792: 09/11/00 – 09/22/00 

 
4. *Petition #74-00 - Request to Schedule a Public Hearing on December 14, 2000 to Consider 

Revisions for Section 18 (Permit and Technical Services Fees) to Increase the Dust Control 
Permit Fees  

 
5. Petition #77-00 – Approval of Revisions to the Classification Specification for Environmental 

Health Engineer on Salary Schedule 26 ($50,088.48 to $69,885.92 annually) 
 

6. Petition #78-00, Memorandum#33-00 – Approval of the Fiscal Year 00-01 Revised Budget 
Update to the Tentative Budget Approved in March , 2000 

 
7. *Petition #80-00 – Approval of a Management Organizational Study and Scope of Service 

Request for Proposal for all District Divisions and Programs Except the Air Quality Division  
 

8. *Petition #81-00 - Interlocal Agreement with Nevada Department of Motor Vehicles for Excess 
Reserve Grant Funding to Implement a Clean Engine Incentive Program 

 
9. Public Hearing Upon request of any individual any public hearing item shall be removed 

from this consent agenda and placed on the regular agenda for public hearing.  
 

a. Variance Request to Transport the Chronic Public Inebriate from the Prehospital Field 
Location to the West Care Facility for Admission to the Sobering Shelter Portion of the 
Detox Center  Petitioner:  Emergency Department Supervisors’ Chronic Public Inebriate 
Task Force 

 
*Items Removed from the Consent Agenda 
 

4. *Petition #74-00 - Request to Schedule a Public Hearing on December 14, 2000 to Consider 
Revisions for Section 18 (Permit and Technical Services Fees) to Increase the Dust Control 
Permit Fees  

 
Member Kenny expressed her concern on approving Petition #74-00 at this point in time.  Since 
the District is participating in hiring a consultant to address budgeting issues, among other 
things, perhaps it would be more logical to wait before proceeding with any type of fee 
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alterations.  Any fee increases may need to be changed in 3 or 4 months if the investigation 
from the consultants warrants it.  She suggested waiting on the fee increase until more 
information is brought forward. 
 
Brief discussion ensued by Dr. Kwalick and Board Members concerning the commitment by the 
Board to EPA through the SIP process that the District will be hiring additional staff for 
enforcement, the potential cost savings and not polarizing the Board.   
 

Member Cyphers moved to approve Petition  #74-00.  Motion was seconded by Member Crowley 
and carried 12 to 1 with Member Kenny voting nay. 

 
7. *Petition #80-00 – Approval of a Management Organizational Study and Scope of Service 

Request for Proposal for all District Divisions and Programs Except the Air Quality Division 
 

Chairman Brown appointed the following Board Members: Smith, Crowley and Christensen to 
sit on the subcommittee.  Member Cyphers moved to approve the appointments.  Motion was 
seconded by Member Colquitt and carried unanimously. 
 

8. *Petition #81-00 - Interlocal Agreement with Nevada Department of Motor Vehicles for Excess 
Reserve Grant Funding to Implement a Clean Engine Incentive Program 

 
Mike Sword explained that the petition was for an interlocal agreement between the District and 
the Department of Motor Vehicles.  It is to examine various ways to improve emissions from 
diesel engines in the valley.  It has been modeled after a program in California that is funded at 
approximately 25 million dollars a year for the purpose of replacing diesel engines with 
compressed natural gas engines.  The difference in cost between a diesel and the same engine 
fired by compressed natural gas is approximately $50,000.  This fund pays the difference to 
provide an incentive for a company to use the compressed natural gas engine.  Staff proposed 
to insert additional language on Item #3 in the agreement after the words “The APPLICANT 
agrees to complete the activities set forth in Exhibit A” to include “or in a work plan approved by 
the Nevada Advisory Committee on control of emissions from motor vehicles.”  Staff is switching 
from the concept of replacing or rebuilding engines to using alternative diesel fuel or installing 
catalyst that will oxidize and reduce the emissions at the tail pipe.  There is a potential to 
address 3 or 4 diesel fleets with this approach. 
 

Member Reese moved to approve Petition #80-00 with the changes as recommended by Staff.  
Motion was seconded by Member Smith and carried unanimously.  

 
 
II. PUBLIC HEARING/ACTION 

1. Memorandum #32-00 - Public Hearing:  Review and Possible Adoption of Proposed Increases 
in Environmental Health Permit and Plan Review Fees.  Environmental Health fees are used to 
help offset departmental costs in providing regulatory services and other program needs for 
community health protection. 

 
Clare Schmutz, Environmental Health Director, briefly reviewed the increase and explained that 
the District has had a fee schedule since 1965.  The last approved fee increase requested by 
Staff was in May 1997.  The authority for the fee schedule is NRS 439.360 that provides that the 
District Board can adopt reasonable fees for the sole purpose of defraying the cost and 
expenses for investigation and issuance of health permits and plan reviews.  At the present 
time, the fee schedule is covering 52% of the Environmental Health Division expenses.  With 
the proposed fees, the goal is to cover over 75%.  The schedule is in two phases.  Phase I will 
become effective January 1, 2001 with a 16% increase over current fees. Phase II adds 10% 
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more for a total increase by January 1, 2002 of 26%.  The addition of several new fees will 
achieve the anticipated 75-80% costs coverage for the division.  For example, fees have never 
been charged for employee dining rooms in large hotels.  There has been an increase in square 
footage fees for supermarket and warehouse establishments and new fees for public and 
private school kitchens and facilities. 
 
During the preparation of the fee schedule two mailings were sent out to 150 regulated 
businesses, organizations, associations, public entities and chambers of commerce.  Of those 
mailings 14 letters of comment were received.  Six of the fourteen (14) letters objected to 
temporary permit fees charged for those facilities operating at Farmers’ Markets.  One letter was 
from the owner of a tattoo and body piercing facility who was supportive of the fee increase.  Six 
other letters were from governmental agencies and associations that were in agreement or had 
no comment.  One letter from the Clark County School District was opposed to the new fees for 
schools. 
 
Additionally, 11 workshops were conducted, one each in Mesquite and Laughlin, and 9 in the 
Las Vegas Valley.  Approximately 21 people attended the workshops.  Notices were published 
in the news media, website and on television.  
 
Consistent with the requirements of Assembly Bill 486 (NRS 233B.0608) and based on the 
revision of the proposed Fee Schedule on Septembers 19, 2000, and generally supportive 
comments, Staff found that the proposed fees were not likely to impose a direct and significant 
economic burden upon small business or directly restrict the formation, operation or expansion 
of a small business as defined NRS 233B.0608. 
 
Brief discussion followed between Staff and Board Members concerning individuals mailing in 
applications for an itinerant permit by mail, information should be made available to the 
promoter of the various events and an Environmental Health specialist is provided in Laughlin 
on a weekly basis.  However, it is anticipated that a specialist will be housed in Laughlin in 
January 2001. Additionally, some of the extra services that the District would provide were 
covered. 
 
Chairman Brown opened the public hearing.  
 
Richard Bunker, representing the Nevada Resort Association and Van Heffner, representing the 
Restaurant Hotel and Motel Association indicated that their organizations endorsed and 
supported the fee increase.  Further, appreciation was expressed to Staff for the manner that 
the workshops and meetings that have been conducted.   
 
Ashley Hall, representing the Nevada Recyclers Association encouraged some moderation in 
the new fee structure that is proposed for recyclers.  The major concern was the increase in 
fees on the smaller recyclers and suggested that the section be reviewed.   
 
Tom Gardner, representing Republic Services of Southern Nevada indicated that they did not 
oppose the fee structure but asked that they not be adopted until a later time.  He did not feel 
that enough time had been allowed for conducting the workshops since he did not realize the 
comment period was over.  Also, some of the fees could be considered as double dipping for 
smaller “mom and pop” companies because they may be charged a truck fee and a fee for 
being a material recovery facility. 
 
Clint Combs, representing R. C. Farms, also asked that the Board postpone adopting the 
proposed fees for the solid waste management portion of the fee schedule, as notification had 
not been received on this segment of the workshops. 
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Tim Thurtle, of Sin City Tattoo, indicated that the industry was not opposed to the fees but 
expressed concern for doubling the fees for demonstrations that they were not allowed to 
charge for by regulations. 
 
Discussion followed concerning what constituted the “mom and pop” or smaller companies.  
Staff also explained that for tattoo owners the reason why a fee was charged for demonstration 
is to protect operators within the county and enable Staff to enforce and monitor those tattoo 
artists that may come to town and set up illegally.  Also, the fees for Hepatitis A and B are also 
to protect the operators and the public.  Staff will work with the tattoo operators  
 
There being no further testimony, Chairman Brown closed the public hearing. 

 
Member Reese moved for approval of Memorandum #32-00, to increase the fees with Staff’s 
recommendations.  Also, staff will continue to work with the solid waste management and tattoo 
industry to come to a more equitable solution on concerns with the fees. Motion was seconded by 
Member Colquitt and carried unanimously.   

 
2. Memorandum #34-00 - Public Hearing:  Review and Possible Adoption of Regulations 

Governing the Sanitation of Farmers’ Markets and Satellite Food Establishments 
 

Clare Schmutz, Environmental Health Director explained that Staff had been working with the 
Farmers’ Markets since June 2000 to develop regulations.  There are 5 Farmers’ Markets in the 
valley, 3 in Las Vegas, 1 in Boulder City and 1 in Henderson.  Staff has met with representatives 
from the entities, farmers’ operators and the State Agricultural Department regarding the 
development of the regulations.   
 
Glen Savage and Dan Maxson Environmental Health Supervisors reviewed the regulations and 
explained that the Farmers Markets provide a variety of farm products as well as low-risk 
(breads, cookies, carmel corn, etc.,) and high-risk (barbeque ribs, hot dogs, hamburgers, etc.,) 
non-farm product foods for the public in Clark County to purchase and consume.  There has 
been a recent growth of farmers’ markets in Clark County located in Las Vegas, Henderson, 
Boulder City and Clark County.  The 1996 food regulations used by the Health District are not 
specific to the operations of farmers’ markets.  Also the fees charged to the operators of the 
markets were not suitable for the farmers’ market concept and to small businesses.  As 
requested by the Board, a work group was formed to develop the regulations.  Representatives 
from the District, cities of Las Vegas, Boulder City and Henderson and the State Department of 
Agriculture as well as affected industry attended the work group meetings along with small 
operators from the farmers’ markets.  
 
Research was conducted, gathering information from other states including Illinois, California, 
and Colorado and from Washoe County to aid in the development of the regulations.  Four work 
group meetings were held starting in June and concluding in September.  Information was 
shared concerning small business issues to health issues regarding the operations of farmers’ 
markets.  Draft regulations were discussed and considered by staff, and a final version was 
developed.   
 
Staff recommended adoption of the regulations governing the Sanitation of Farmers’ Markets 
and Satellite Food Establishments.  Adoption of the regulations will allow the District to enforce 
applicable food regulations for handling, preparation, and display of food and insure the citizens 
of Clark County that farm products offered for consumption are from approved sources.  There 
is no state or local funding attached to the approval of the regulations. 
 
Chairman Brown opened the public hearing. 
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Several Farmers’ Market representatives thanked the Board for the regulations but expressed 
concern with the $65 per location fee charged for each event and suggested that the fee could 
be capped at the current rate.  
 
Tom Smigel, representing the Department of Agriculture thanked staff for their work and 
indicated that they supported the regulations  
 
After discussion concerning the fee for the high-risk operators, Chairman Brown closed the 
public hearing.  

 
Member Reese moved to approve Memorandum #34-00, Adoption of Regulations Governing the 
Sanitation of Farmers’ Markets and Satellite Food Establishments with all Staff’s conditions.  Motion 
was seconded by Member Smith and carried unanimously.  

 
 
III. REPORT / DISCUSSION / ACTION 

1. Petition #82-00  Approval  of Christine Robinson, Air Quality Division Director – Salary, Fringe 
Benefits and Conditions of Employment 

 
Dr. Kwalick asked that the Board approve Christine Robinson as the Air Quality Division 
Director.  She has accepted the position in principle, contingent upon Board approval of the 
recommended employment benefits.  These benefits should be afforded her as she would be 
coming from a protected position to a non-protected “at will” position as the division director.  
Her start date will be Monday, October 30, 2000.   

 
Member Hardy moved to approve Petition #82-00 appointment of Christine Robinson, Air Quality 
Division Director – salary, fringe benefits and conditions of employment.  Motion was seconded by 
Member Smith and carried unanimously. 

 
Christine Robinson thanked the Board Members for the opportunity to serve the District.  She 
indicated that over the past two weeks she had been meeting with Staff on a one on one basis 
in an attempt to seek feedback and input from on current challenges, obstacles and 
opportunities concerning the air quality division.  The air quality staff is a highly talented group of 
professionals who are committed to working with the community to create new as well as to 
continue to implement existing top-notch air quality programs in the valley.  Great strides have 
been made over the years in air quality matters, however there is always room to grow and 
improve.  She looked forward to working with Staff and the Board as solutions are created for 
the air quality challenges and to develop programs that the community can be proud of. 

 
2. Update on SB432 Subcommittee, Southern Nevada Regional Planning Coalition and Air  Quality 

Division Management Study Activities by Philip Speight, Henderson City Manager, Rick Holmes, 
Assistant Clark County Manager, and Christine Robinson 

 
SB432 Subcommittee:  Christine Robinson stated that the 1999 State Legislature created the 
SB432 subcommittee to address air quality issues in Clark County.  The local governments 
including the Health District have been monitoring and participating in the activities of the 
legislative subcommittee.  The Interim Committee composed of Senators Jon Porter, Dina Titus, 
Mark James and Assemblymen Bob Beers, Douglas Bache and David Parks conducted their 
final meeting a few weeks ago.  A series of legislative changes and administrative 
recommendations prepared by the subcommittee with ongoing input from the entire impacted 
local and state agencies were adopted.   
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One of the concerns that the Board of Health had expressed at recent meetings is of continued 
local control for planning and implementing a new integrated air quality agency.  The legislative 
subcommittee seemed genuinely pleased with the interlocal cooperative efforts and endorsed 
continuation of those efforts.  The subcommittee did not include in their legislative package a 
creation of a new agency but entrusted to the RPC to continue the exploration of the costs, 
function and structure of the new agency.  In addition, the subcommittee endorsed a list of 
mutually agreed upon enhanced state roles developed by both the RPC and the Nevada 
Division of Environmental Protection.   
 
She indicated that she was in the process of preparing a complete report regarding the final 
recommendations of the legislative subcommittee and waiting for a final version of the list of 
recommendations from the legislative counsel bureau. Once the list is received a completed list 
will be forwarded to each of the Board Members as well as any necessary agenda items that will 
provide the Board with the opportunity to direct Staff regarding the recommendations or 
legislation that may impact the Health District either directly or indirectly.  During the SB432 
meetings there was significant discussion regarding a possible audit of the Emission Reduction 
Credit Program, which is anticipated to come before the Board at the November meeting. 

 
Southern Nevada Regional Planning Coalition (RPC):  Philip Speight, Henderson City 
Manager, remarked that the concern that was raised at the last Board of Health meeting was 
that of trying to expeditiously move through the process in an effort to meet the requirements of 
the Nevada State Legislature prior to the February session.  Therefore an accelerated time line 
for a cost analysis will be associated with the development of an integrated agency.  The RPC is 
now in the process of having had selected a consulting firm to do the financial and cost analysis 
of the integrated agency, which was done by the City Managers group on October 24, 2000.  
The proposal that was accepted and approved was by the firm of Hobbs & Ong and Associates.  
The firm has a number of people working to develop the cost analysis.  The team Hobbs & Ong 
has been put together consists of financial consultants, planners, strategic solutions individual, 
an architectural firm and an UNLV Human Resources Specialist.  Virginia Valentine, chairman 
of the Transition Management Committee, has the authority and will be signing a contract with 
Hobbs & Ong once a negotiated contract has been established.  The process should be 
completed by mid-January, 2001.   
 
Air Quality Division Management Study Activities:  Rick Holmes, Assistant Clark County 
Manager, gave a status report on the process to solicit proposals for a management 
organizational study of the Air Quality Division (AQD).  Following the scope of work by the 
subcommittee, the request for proposals went out on October 6, 2000 targeting approximately 
12 local and national firms.  Since that time, six (6) additional inquiries have been received.  The 
proposal were mailed, placed in newspapers, and posted on the website of the local 
jurisdictions.  The deadline to receive the proposals is October 31, 2000.  The City and County 
Managers will review the proposals on November 2, 2000 and the presentations to the 
Managers Group and the Board of Health subcommittee on November 8, 2000.  It is anticipated 
that the subcommittee will make a recommendation to the Board at the November 16th meeting.  
 

3. Petition #79-00 – Discussion and Possible Selection/Appointment and/or a Process to Select a 
Federal legislative Lobbyist 

 
David Rowles, Administrative Services Director, briefly reviewed a list of options attached to the 
petition and explained that pursuant to Board direction, Staff attempted to provide the broadest 
range of decision-making options for selection or appointment of a Federal Legislative Lobbyist.  
Also, attached to the petition was a draft Request for Proposals specification that could be used 
if the Board preferred this approach in developing a slate of interested candidates for 
consideration and by the Board.   
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After discussion of the various options for retaining a federal lobbyist and the possible financial 
impact or cost thereof, Member Kenny moved to approve Option “E, #2, …to proceed immediately 
to advertise the RFP, review and rank all submitted proposals and submit them for Board 
consideration and selection at a subsequent Board meeting.”  Motion was seconded by Member 
Smith and carried unanimously. 

 
David Rowles added that because of the shortness of time between the November and the 
October meetings those recommendations should be available at the December 14th Board of 
Health meeting. 

 
4. Presentation on the Progress and Status of the OxyDiesel Demonstration Program by Doug 

Vind, General Manager, Regent International and Mike Justice, of Justice and Associates. 
 

Doug Vind and Mike Justice gave a brief presentation on the status of the OxyDiesel 
Demonstration Program.  Both companies have been heavily involved with issues associated 
with diesel engines, their emissions and associated problems.  This is in an effort to help clients 
find ways to reduce air population and ensure compliance with regulations for operating permits.   

 
The OxyDiesel is a cleaner burning diesel fuel that contains up to 10% ethanol.  It has been 
demonstrated in Clark County in on-road heavy-duty trucks since February 2000.  In April 2000, 
the Health District issued Clean Air Awards to three of the construction company participants in 
the OxyDiesel demonstration program.   Catalytic Converters have been used in the 
demonstration project.  In addition to the significant measurable reduction in visible smoke, the 
demonstration program has provided information on the compatibility of OxyDiesel with various 
engine types, fueling infrastructures and distribution practices.  These areas are important to 
address in order to encourage use of this new fuel.  The program has also allowed for an 
economic comparison of OxyDiesel with conventional and CARB diesel fuels. 

 
The current demonstration program is helping to establish the use and compatibility of 
OxyDiesel in on-road heavy-duty vehicles.  It is now anticipated expanding the use of cleaner 
burning diesel fuel into off-road vehicles and equipment.  This is an area that has proven 
especially challenging for air quality regulators, to show significant progress in attaining clean air 
goals.  The use of OxyDiesel results in immediate real world air quality benefits from the 
moment the heavy-duty vehicles and equipment start using the fuel. There is a genuine interest 
by the industry to find some technological improvements that can be implemented.  At this point, 
the mechanical viability of the equipment has shown that it may be an effective solution. 

 
5. Report on Food Handler Health Card Requirements for Beverage Warehouses and General 

Merchandise Retailers with Food Sales 
 

Dan Maxson, Environmental Health Supervisor gave a brief overview of the Food Handler 
Health Card Program.  Health cards have been required for several years.  The Nevada 
Revised Statues (NRS) 439 and 446 both allow for local health authority to promulgate 
regulations.  NRS Chapter 446, Nevada’s “Food Establishments” law, requires that local Health 
Authority’s regulations governing food establishments must be as stringent as State Health 
Authority food regulations.  Both the State Health Division and Washoe County District Health 
Department requires non-alcoholic beverage Warehouses and General Merchandise retailers 
that sell food to have health permits and conform to their regulations.  Neither entity requires 
food handler cards at the present time.  

 
In 1999, the Board of Health approved a significant change in the Health Card program. This 
change was based upon pubic health concerns regarding Hepatitis A in our community.   With 
this change, the charge for Health Cards went from $10 to $30 and was extended from two to 
three years.  At that time, there was some resistance among the regulated community 
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particularly warehouses and general merchandise retailers (Target, Walmart, etc.) to obtaining a 
health card.  The changes eliminated the TB skin test requirement, which had not been very 
effective in identifying new cases of tuberculosis.  The skin test was replaced with a Hepatitis A 
vaccination requirement.  The goal of this change is to significantly reduce the incidence of 
Hepatitis A in Clark County that has placed more emphasis on the food handler health card 
requirement.  He briefly reviewed some of Staff’s concerns with the warehouses or general 
merchandise stores.  The requirements clearly apply to the warehouses or general merchandise 
facilities and Staff wanted to ensure equitable enforcement to everyone. 

 
Discussion followed by Board Member Fessenden and Dr. Kwalick pertaining to skin testing, 
which has been discontinued for health cared applicants because it was non productive in 
discovering any active cases.  There continues to be active tuberculosis in the community.  
Approximately 100-125 cases occur per year.  

 
Paul Larson, Attorney with Lionel Sawyer and Collins, representing Coca-Cola Bottling 
Company as well as the Nevada/California Soft Drink Wholesalers Association expressed 
concern that they disagreed with Health District Staff that employees of these types of facilities 
that he represented needed health cards.  He asked that the Board direct Staff to delay 
implementation of the health card requirement slated for January 2001 in order to have the 
opportunity to determine the legislative intent of the statute. 

 
Discussion followed by Staff and the Board concerning the health card requirement, there being 
no exemption for non-alcoholic beverages or a health card mechanism at the Washoe County or 
State Health Department level.  Also, the Board as the local health authority can require a more 
stringent requirement than the State.  Significant issues exist in the local area where food 
handling such as repacking, stock of shelves that Staff deals with in a fair and consistent 
manner. 

 
 
IV. CITIZEN PARTICIPATION  

A period devoted to comments by the general public about matters relevant to the Board's 
jurisdiction will be held. The Board of Health cannot act upon items raised under this portion of the 
Agenda until the notice provisions of Nevada's Open Meeting Law have been complied with. 
Therefore, no vote may be taken on a matter not listed on the posted agenda, and; any action on 
such items will have to be considered at a later meeting. Comments will be limited to three 
minutes. Please step up to the speaker's podium, clearly state your name and address and please 
spell your last name for the record. If any member of the Board wishes to extend the length of a 
presentation, this will be done by the Chairman, or the Board majority by vote. All comments by 
speakers should be relevant to Board action and jurisdiction. 
 
Chairman Brown asked if any member of the public wished to speak. 
 
Laird Nobel Sanders, owner of the Lake Mead Boat Storage thanked Staff for bringing to his 
attention the need for a septic system.  However, he expressed concern on the corrective action 
order that was issued in June 2000 to 2 private entities and 2 public agencies in response to the 
black dust complaint he filed.  The order stipulated that the companies should submit a plan to the 
AQD in approximately 2 weeks for stabilization of the properties.  The 2 public entities did reply and 
asked for a hearing that has been set for November 9, 2000.  However, no action has been taken 
against the 2 private companies.  If a corrective action is written then it should be implemented.   
 
Mike Sword, Assistant Air Quality Director, indicated that the problematic issue was that the District 
did not have the authority to issue the corrective action order that Mr. Sanders referred to.  For this 
reason, the 2 federal agencies are appealing the order.  The new rules for Section 90-94 relating to 
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dust and vacant disturbed land will go into effect in January 2001.  The rules will provide some 
enforcement authority to Staff for this type of problem. 

 
 
V. HEALTH OFFICER & STAFF REPORTS 

Dr. Kwalick thanked staff for all their hard work in reaching consensus on some complicated issues.  
Also, the annual report will be available at the next Board of Health meeting, which will be in 3 
weeks.   

 
 
VI. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS       Duly Noted 

1. Administration:   
a. Monthly Activity Report 
b. Financial Data - Revenues, Expenditures, and Cash Flows for Fund 705 (Operating), 706, 

(Capital Reserve), and 762 (Liability Reserve) for the Month of July 
c. Emergency Medical Services Annotated Agenda 
d. Health Education Monthly Report 
 

2. Air Quality: 
a. Hearing Officer Annotated Agenda & Hearing Board Annotated Agenda and Minutes 
b. Monthly Report, September 2000 (Air Quality, Enforcement Activity, Permitting, Source 

Compliance and Regulation Development) 
c. Resignation Letter from Jai Sabapathi, Air Pollution Control Hearing Board Alternate 

Engineer Member 
d. Letter from the Clark County District Attorney’s Office Regarding the U. S. District Court 

Dismissal of the Western States Petroleum Association Case 
 

3. Environmental Health: 
a. Monthly Activity Report 
b. Listing of Food Establishments in Plan Review for the Period of 08/01/2000 to 08/31/2000 
c. Project Status of Clark County Health District Solid Waste Management Plan from Zia 

Engineering & Environmental Consultants, Incorporated 
 

4. Epidemiology: 
a. Monthly Report 

 
5. Nursing and Clinics: 

a. Flu Vaccine Supply Update 
b. Tuberculosis Treatment and Control Clinic Quarterly Report 

 
6. Staff Recognition:  

a. Letters of Appreciation 
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VII. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Chairman Brown adjourned the meeting 
at 11:50 a.m. 

 
 
SUBMITTED FOR BOARD APPROVAL 
 
 
 
________________________________________ 
Donald S. Kwalick, MD, MPH, Chief Health Officer 
Executive Secretary 
 
/mlg 
 


