
 
 
 
 
 
 

M I N U T E S 
 

Clark County District Board of Health 
625 Shadow Lane 

Las Vegas, Nevada 89106 
Clemens Room 

December 17, 1998 - 8:00 A. M. 
 

The meeting of the District Board of Health was called to order at 8:00 A.M. by Chairman Colquitt 
and the Pledge of Allegiance held.  Chairman Colquitt noted that she had been provided with 
Affidavit of Posting and Mailing of Agenda and the public notice, as required by Nevada’s Open 
Meeting Law.  The Affidavits will be incorporated into the Official Minutes. 
 

Present: 
Sherry Colquitt, RN Chairman, Appointee, Las Vegas 
Paula Brown Councilman, North Las Vegas  
Kirk Cammack, MD Physician Member At-Large  
Susan Crowley Appointee, Henderson 
Robert Ferraro Mayor, Boulder City 
Erin Kenny Commissioner, Clark County  
Mary Kincaid Commissioner, Clark County 

 
 

Absent: 
Amanda Cyphers V-Chairman, Councilman, Henderson  
Donalene Ravitch, RN Secretary, Appointee, Boulder City  
Gary Reese Councilman, Las Vegas  
Stephanie Smith Councilwoman, North Las Vegas 

 
Executive Secretary: 
 Donald S. Kwalick, MD, MPH 
 
Legal Counsel 
 Ian Ross, Esquire 
 
Staff:  David Rowles; Michael Naylor; Fran Courtney, RN; Clare Schmutz; Karl Munninger; Mike Sword; Ed 
Wojcik; Rose Bell, PhD; Howard Murphy; Shane Martin; Steve Henke; Jean Newlin, RN; Jeanne Palmer; 
Angie Markle; recording secretaries, Diana Lindquist and Montana Garcia 
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PUBLIC ATTENDANCE: 
 

NAME REPRESENTING
Will Cates Clark County Comprehensive Planning 
Robert Steelman Southern Nevada Health Care Journal 
Mary Shope Self 
Steve Holloway Associated General Contractors (AGC) 
Lori Wohletz City of Las Vegas 
Troy Hildreth Soil-Tech Company 
Randy Schaefer R/S Development / SNHBA 
Shonnette Maturino Pipe Maintenance Service, Inc. 
Diana Cumba Developers Maintenance 
Cruz Vargas Developers Maintenance 
Dick Serdoz Nevada Dept. of Environmental Protection (Las Vegas) 
 
 
PRESENTATION:  Dr. Cammack’s Retirement 
Chairman Colquitt commented that Dr. Cammack has been a horse rider for a number of years.  Also, from 
time to time maintaining his place in the saddle has bee more challenging than others.  During Dr. 
Cammack’s thirty-five years of service as a member of this Board the ride sometimes has been a little 
rough and the trial perhaps a little long.  However, the Board saluted Dr. Cammack for having stayed in the 
saddle.  In appreciation the Board Members presented Dr. Cammack with a leather belt and buckle with the 
inscription “with deepest appreciation for staying in the saddle from 1963 through 1998.” 
 
Dr. Kwalick on behalf of the Board Members and staff presented Dr. Cammack with a District watch and a 
plaque for his dedication and outstanding service to the citizens and visitors to Clark County over the last 
35 years as the Physician Member of the Clark County District Board of Health. 
 
Dr. Cammack thanked the Board Members and staff.  He added that it had been an interesting and fun ride 
over the last several years. 
 
Recognition of the Nurse of the Year Runner Up 
Fran Courtney, RN explained that every year the March of Dimes has a fund raiser called the “Nurse of the 
Year.”  A nurse from different categories is selected and recognized for accomplishments in the field of 
nursing.  This year, Jean Newlin, RN of the Immunization Clinic was selected as the runner up for the 
Community Nurse of the Year.  One of Jean’s accomplishments this year has been the development of a 
continuing education program for nurses and physicians in private practice and outpatient clinics regarding 
immunization practices. 
 
Further the March of Dimes group awarded Fran Courtney, RN, the “Barbara Henderson Commemorative 
Award” for her time and effort in helping to support the selection committee.  Fran co-chaired the committee 
and has been a Nurse of the Year committee member since 1990. 
 
 
I. CONSENT AGENDA:  

These are matters considered to be routine by the District Board of Health and which may be enacted 
by one motion.  Any item, however, may be discussed separately per Board Member request before 
action.  Any exceptions to the Consent Agenda must be stated prior to approval.  

 
Member Ferraro moved for approval of the Consent Agenda. The motion was seconded by Member 
Crowley and carried unanimously: 
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1. Minutes/Board of Health Meeting - 11/19/98 
 
2. Payroll/Overtime for Periods of 10/17/98-10/30/98 & 10/31/98-11/13/98 

 
3. Accounts Payable Register -  #748: 11/06/98-11/19/98 

 
 
II. PUBLIC HEARING/POSSIBLE ACTION (Approximately 8 A.M.) 

NO PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
 
III. REPORT/DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION: 

1. Committee Reports: 
A. Citizen At-Large Member for the Air Pollution Control Hearing Board 

Member Crowley, Committee Chairman, explained that resumes have been collected and 
reviewed for the Citizen At-Large position.  The committee has narrowed the applications down 
to six.  Since the original position came open o the Air Pollution Control Hearing Board an 
additional Citizen At-Large Position has come open.  The criteria for both positions is the same, 
therefore the Committee in anticipating providing recommendations from the six applicants for 
the two vacancies on the Hearing Board.  Interviews will be conducted in early January, 1999.  
The Committee is anticipating bringing recommendations back to the January 1999 Board of 
Health which will be time for next Air Pollution Control Hearing Board meeting in February 1999. 

 
B. PM10/PM2.5 Advisory Committee Member Position/Home Builder Member  

Member Crowley, Committee Chairman, stated that one candidate for the Home Builder 
Member seat has been submitted by the Home Builder’s Association.  She suggested that since 
there was only one applicant, Mr. Randy Schaffer, who was highly qualified, that the Board of 
Health Members may want to vote on the applicant instead of assigning the task to the 
Committee. 
 

Member Ferraro suggested that the Board Members accept Member Crowley’s report and moved to 
nominate Mr. Randy Schaffer as the Home Builder Member position on the PM10/PM2.5 Advisory 
Committee.  The motion was seconded by Member Kincaid and carried unanimously. 

 
C. Nominating Committee for Calendar Year 1999 Board of Health Officers  

Committee Chairman, Member Ferraro, commented that the Committee Members Crowley and 
Kincaid had several discussions concerning the positions.  The Committee recommended the 
following for Board of Health officers for the 1999 Calendar Year: 
 

Chairman:  Member Colquitt 
Vice-Chairman:  Member Brown 
Secretary:  Member Ravitch 
 

Board Chairman, Member Colquitt asked if there were any other nominations from the Board 
Members.  There being no response, she closed the nominations.  The officers will be voted on 
at the January 1999 Board of Health meeting. 
 

2. Petition #6498:  Interlocal Agreement with the City of Mesquite for the provision of Public Health 
Services.  The City of Mesquite has been using the Clark County Health District Board of Health as 
its health department since its incorporation.  This agreement formalized the relationship between 
the District and the City of Mesquite. 
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Ian Ross, Esquire, Board Legal Counsel, stated that this agreement is a housekeeping item that 
formalized what has been occurring.  Legal Counsel and staff recommend that it be adopted.  
Nevada Revised Statutes 439.420 requires that incorporated cities of the first and second class 
shall provide for the establishment of a board of health.  The City of Mesquite is now a city of the 
first class and has been using Clark County Health District as its de facto health department since 
incorporating in May 1984. 
 
Also submitted was Resolution #192 from the City of Mesquite requesting that Clark County Health 
District include two Mesquite Members to the Board of Health.  According to County Ordinance 
#163 2(a) “…if any additional incorporated towns are formed in the County of Clark, the governing 
body of said city shall appoint two members for the District Board of Health and the District Board of 
Health shall be so increased.”  This will increase Board membership from 11 to 13.  He 
recommended that the Board approved the contract.  Staff will present the issue of adding two 
additional members to the Board at the January 1999 meeting. 
 

Member Kincaid moved to approve the agreement.  Motion was seconded by Member Ferraro and 
carried unanimously. 

 
 

IV. HEALTH OFFICER & STAFF REPORTS 
Dr. Kwalick introduced several staff members who addressed the following items: 

 
a. Dr. Rose Bell, Epidemiologist provided a slide presentation and overview of the Hepatitis A 

program (attachment A) 
 
b. Fran Courtney, RN, Director of Clinics & Nursing Services gave a brief report on the Homeless 

Stand Down and expounded on the Baby Find program.  The Homeless Stand Down is a 
community event that the Clark County Health District participates in annually.  Member Ravitch is 
one of the District’s volunteers that helps in providing services to the homeless.  There has been an 
increase of the number of homeless that received services at the Stand Down.  In 1997 there were 
593 adults who received flu shots and 15 children received immunizations.  In 1998 flu shots were 
administered to 627 adults and 9 children received an update on their immunizations. 
 
The event is very well attended by the homeless.  Several agencies participate in providing services 
including the Veteran’s Administration, Clark County Social Services, Community Health Centers of 
Southern Nevada and various employers provide job interviews during this time. 
 
The Baby Find Program was featured in a local newspaper on Friday, December 11, 1998.  The 
District began the program in 1995.  The program goal is to decrease the number of low birth 
weight infants that are born in the community each year and to reduce in the infant mortality rate.  
When initiating the program, staff looked at areas with the highest low birth weights, including 
various population groups and neighborhoods.  In the Las Vegas community the African-American 
population low birth weight and infant mortality rates are 3 times higher than the Caucasian rates 
and 4 times higher than the Hispanic rates.  Staff decided that by impacting the rates in the African-
American community it may impact the rates in the community as a whole.  Staff targeted 
neighborhoods in zip codes 89106 and 89030 with the highest levels of low birth weight rates for 
the Baby Find Program.  Throughout the program each year there is an attempt to help deliver 50 
healthy babies.  The goal has been met in the past and so far this there have been 18 healthy 
babies delivered.  One low birth weight baby has been born this year, weighing 5 lbs. 4 oz. and is a 
twin. 
 
At present there are 17 volunteers who work in the program.  Many of the volunteers have similar 
life experiences.  The volunteers assist the mothers through the first year of life of the child.  The 
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volunteers are encouraged to use the information that they have about how they handled their 
pregnancy and during the first year of the baby’s life.  Some of the volunteers work with more than 
one pregnant mom.  These volunteers mentor, educate the pregnant mothers one-on-one in basic 
life skills and share with the mother practical information on how to take care of themselves during 
the pregnancy, as well as smart shopping and making the right food selections.  She briefly 
discussed a couple of scenarios that the pregnant mothers and volunteers deal with.  Two outreach 
centers are available for the Baby Find Program, Community Health Centers of Southern Nevada 
and Mash Village. 
 

c. Clare Schmutz, Director of Environmental Health gave an overview of the status of the 
Underground Storage Tank Systems in Clark County, Nevada (attachment B).  Staff is continuing to 
work with the State of Nevada on the solid waste regulations.  Also the Nevada Resort Association 
is holding a meeting to determine if they will contribute funds for to the portable toilets for New 
Years’ Eve on the Las Vegas Strip. 

 
d. Michael Naylor, Director Air Pollution Control remarked that during the first week of December 

the State Environmental Commissioner (SEC) considered the resolution from the Board of the 
Health that the Commission evaluate the possible risk of MTBE in gasoline and potable water.  The 
Department of Environmental Protection staff was directed to report back to the Commission in 
February 1999 with recommendations for SEC action.  District staff will be working together with 
NDEP staff. 
 
SEC had a request for reconsideration of a decision the Commission had made in January 1998 
pertaining to a request from Robert Hall to the adequacy of the District Air Pollution Control 
program.  When Mr. Hall’s request came up on the SEC agenda he asked that it be withdrawn. 
 
On December 10th and 11th 1998, District staff held private and public meetings with the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  The initial meetings focused on how the emission offset 
program works and now EPA has a better understanding of how the program works.  On December 
11, 1998 EPA held a citizen’s session where they could listen to concerns of the public.  
Unfortunately most of those concerns were of a negative nature and the Health District received a 
fair amount of criticism.  Some issues identified were a loss of confidence in the Air Pollution 
Control Division, questions on the emission offset program, accountability, and smoke from 
vehicles.  The EPA is planning on additional dialogue to facilitate some of the concerns. 
 
In reference to woodburning warning notices that the District will issue, staff has not had the 
opportunity to initiate any notices.  A notice/brochure explaining the program will be going out to 
inform homeowners shortly.  Meanwhile, publicity about the program has been initiated. 
 
There was a carbon monoxide exceedance at the Sunrise Acres stations near Eastern and 
Charleston.  The index was 126 (00 and above is unhealthful).  In 1997 by comparison there was 
one (1) exceedance and three (3) in 1996.  The deadline for attainment is December 31, 2000.  
Staff anticipates bringing some draft regulations for cleaner burning gasoline at the January 1999 
meeting.  The goal of the draft regulations is to ensure that we reach attainment.  If adopted, the 
cleaner gasoline rules would go into effect in the fall of 1999. 
 
Bonanza Materials Gravel Plant is in the process of buying a lease now owned by Lopke Gravel.  
They have requested an increase in the Eldorado Valley area.  Staff has issued a preliminary 
approval on this project.  A public hearing was conducted on November 30, 1998 in Boulder City at 
the council chambers.  The hearing was well attended, however most of the attendees were the 
gravel plant employees.  A number of citizens expressed their concerns pertaining to the aesthetics 
of the operation, such as scarring of the mountain where the quarry is located and air quality 
modeling questions.  Staff has been receiving quite a bit of correspondence on the issue.  Dr. 
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Kwalick was the Hearing Officer and he has advised the attendees that he would be making a 
decision the first week of January.   
 
Concerning the Western State Petroleum Association lawsuit, a number of briefs and answers to 
briefs have been filed.  Now the suit has reached the hearing stage.  Some arguments have been 
presented and will continue.  Staff has received support from the Environmental Protection Agency 
on the appropriateness of the Board of Health decision.  Staff will keep the Board apprized. 
 

e. David Rowles, Director of Administrative Services extended Seasons Greetings to the Board 
Members on behalf of staff.  The grand opening of the 7,000 square foot East Las Vegas Public 
Health Center was successfully held December 10, 1998 with 70 attendees including staff.  The 
center will house approximately 28 to 30 employees representing Environmental Health, 
Administration, and Nursing divisions.  Dr. Kwalick performed the ribbon cutting ceremony to 
officially open the Center. 
 
The construction project on the main Health District Building is almost finished and staff should be 
ready to have the formal grand opening in January 1999. 
 
Health cards issued for the month of November, even with the three holiday closings was 
approximately 9,000 which was 630 more than November 1997.  Approximately 65 percent of 
health cards issued were new applicants.  Staff will provide a report of calendar year 1998 Health 
Card status at the Board’s January meeting. 
 
A request for proposals on the small business assistance programs needs assessment has been 
public noticed.  The notice will run for approximately three (3) weeks.  The closing date for receipt of 
the proposals is mid-January.  Staff anticipates reporting their recommendations to the Board in the 
January meeting. 
 
In reference to videotaping of Board of Health meetings, Clark County Government has internal 
staff and a formal set up for videotaping County Commission meetings which is not portable.  Staff 
has attempted contacts with Mr. David Lender at Clark County.  Mr. Lenders however, is presently 
out of his office until December 21st.  Staff will continue to attempt contacting Mr. Lender to discuss 
options for recording Board of Health meetings.  District staff did get some recommendations from 
Mr. Lender’s office and contact a company named Encore Productions who estimates fees ranging 
from $800 for one camera for a one-half day of videotaping to $1,600/$2,000 per Board meeting for 
two cameras.  Staff will continue to explore hardware performance options with the anticipation of 
developing contractual arrangements with a provider for videotaping and subsequent broadcasting 
on Channel 4.  Member Ferraro asked that staff get Board concurrence on this matter before taking 
action.  All options will be brought to the Board before any action is taken. 
 
 

V. CITIZENS PARTICIPATION 
Items raised under this portion of the Agenda cannot be acted upon by the Board of Health until the 
notice provisions of Nevada's Open Meeting Law have been complied with.  Therefore, any action on 
such items will have to be considered at a later meeting.  
 
Chairman Colquitt asked if any member of the public wished to speak. 
 
Mary Shope, Boulder City resident, expressed concern over Bonanza Material Gravel Plant’s 
application to increase production as well as use of water, a track out plan and working on conditional 
land use.  She asked the Board Members to review the application closely as the company did not have 
everything in place for what they were asking. 
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Dr. Kwalick informed the Board that Stewart, Archibald and Barney would be providing a letter of 
agreement in January to continue the audit that the Board Members had suggested on the agreed upon 
procedures engagement on the recommendations for the Air Pollution Control Program. 

 
VI. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS      DULY NOTED 

1. Emergency Medical Services Medical Advisory Board Annotated Agenda and Minutes, 11/04/98 
2. Listing of Food Establishments in Plan Review for the Period of 11/01/98 - 11/30/98 Environmental 

Health Division  
3. Air Pollution Control Monthly Report, November, 1998 (Air Quality, Enforcement Activity and  

Permitting, Source Compliance and Regulation Development:  Cleaner Wintertime Gasoline)  
4. Air Pollution Control Hearing Officer Annotated Agenda, 11/12/98, 12/03/98 
5. Letter from the State of Nevada Air Quality Compliance Advisory Board, Small Business Assistant 

Program Concerning Possible Adverse Health Effects of the Additive Methyl Tertiary Butyl Ether 
(MTBE) 

6. Staff Recognition:  Letters of Appreciation 
 
 
VII. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to come before the Chairman Colquitt adjourned the meeting at 9:25 
a.m.  

 
 
SUBMITTED FOR BOARD APPROVAL 
 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Donald S. Kwalick, MD, Chief Health Officer 
Executive Secretary 
 
/mlg 


