
 
 
 

 
M I N U T E S 

 
Clark County District Board of Health Meeting

625 Shadow Lane 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89106 
Clemens Room - 8:00 A.M.  

Thursday, November 20, 1997 
 
The regularly scheduled meeting of the District Board of Health was called to order at 8:00 A.M. by 
Board Secretary, Donalene Ravitch, RN, and the Pledge of Allegiance held.  Secretary Ravitch 
noted that she had been provided with Affidavit of Posting of Agenda and the public notice, as 
required by Nevada's Open Meeting Law.  The Affidavit will be incorporated into the Official 
Minutes. 

 
Present: 

Donalene Ravitch, RN Secretary, Appointee, Boulder City 
Paula Brown Councilman, North Las Vegas  
Kirk Cammack, M.D. Physician Member At Large 
Susan Crowley Appointee, Henderson 
Amanda Cyphers Councilman, Henderson  
Erin Kenny    Commissioner, Clark County  
Mary Kincaid  Commissioner, Clark County  

 
Absent: 

Robert Ferraro  Councilman, Boulder City 
Sherry Colquitt, RN Appointee, Las Vegas  
Gary Reese Councilman, Las Vegas  
Stephanie Smith Councilman, North Las Vegas 

 
Executive Secretary: 
 Otto Ravenholt, MD, MPH 
 
Legal Counsel: 

Ian Ross, Esquire 
 

Staff:  Donald S. Kwalick, MD, MPH; David Rowles; Mike Naylor; Fran Courtney, RN; Karl Munninger; Clare 
Schmutz; Mike Sword; Ed Wojcik; Larue Scull; Carol Emery; Jane Shunney; Mary Ellen Britt; Alice Costello; 
Sue Kolrep; Mary Ellen Harrell; Pat Stachewicz; Sherry Henninger; Mary Hahn; Jeanne Palmer; Karl 
Munninger; Patty Shutt; Philipa Pointon; and Recording Secretaries Diana Lindquist and Montana Garcia  
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PUBLIC ATTENDANCE: 
 

NAME REPRESENTING: 
Mark Cathey      Sandy Valley Citizens Advisory Council 
Steve Hanson Clark County Fire Department 
Gary Carlson G. C. Wallace, Inc. 
Randy Stevenson Game Works 
Karen Dorsey Ellis Island Casino/Nev. Restaurant Association 
Melanie Thummel CPCC 
William Johnson  Las Vegas Fire Department 
Richard Varley R. V. Construction Company 
Will Cates Clark County Comprehensive Planning 
Stan Lass Connecting Point 
Gary Stewart Stewart, Archibald & Barney 
Glenn Goodnough Stewart, Archibald & Barney 
Mary Shope Self 
Barbara Ravenholt Self 
Dirk Ravenholt Self 
Cynthia Ravenholt Self 
 
 
AWARDS RECOGNITION: 
 

A. Nurses: 
Fran Courtney, RN, Director of Clinics and Nursing, stated that she had several Staff members who 
have recently received awards for their activities in working with public agencies collaboratively and 
with non profit agencies.   
 
November is Hospice Recognition Month.  The Health District Hospice Program was the first 
Hospice to be established in Clark County.  The State Hospice Association has created a 
“Founders Award”. This award was given to Sue Kolrep, RN, the Hospice Program Manager in 
recognition of the Health District’s efforts in the hospice are and for her hard work in the program.  
 
Sue Kolrep, RN, commented that it should be noted that the award was for the Health District 
because without the initial support of Evelyn McColl, RN and Dr. Ravenholt for the development of 
the program, it would not be possible.  Also, it would not be possible without the continued support 
of Fran Courtney, RN and Dr. Ravenholt. 
 
Approximately 1 year ago, Child Haven asked for assistance in ways that the Health District could 
collaborate with them to enhance the health care that the children were receiving in the facility.  As 
a result of those efforts, the Health District has a Staff person that goes over to Child Haven several 
times a month to perform “Healthy Kids Exams”.  These exams are medicaid reimbursable.  Also, a 
social worker is assisting in the program through Child Haven who ensures that the children who 
are eligible are signed up for medicaid so that the Health District can receive reimbursement for 
services. 
 
This program was submitted to the National Association of Counties and received an Achievement 
Award.   The award was presented to Clark County, Nevada for its program “Child Haven Healthy 
Kids” in recognition of innovative program which contributes to and enhances county government in 
the United States.  Sherry Henninger, RN, the Staff member who works with team at Child Haven.  
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Although medically screened initially before coming into the facility, many of the children are not 
seen by a physician or a nurse until they go into foster care (unless they have an acute illness).  
Through this program we have been able to identify several problems with the children that need to 
have follow up.  Therefore, many have been referred for follow up treatment.  Also, Child Haven is 
able to give more medical information to the Foster parents.  As a result of the program, all of the 
children at Child Haven are age appropriately immunized. 
 
Pat Stachewicz, RN, has been the recipient of 3 awards over the last month. The March of Dimes 
sponsors the “Nurse of the Year” Award.  The community nurse of the year award for 1997 was 
given to Pat Stachewicz, RN.    Secondly, the Women and HIV Conference was held in late October 
and at that conference an award is given to Pat by the Clark County AIDS Coalition.   
 
Pat Stachewicz, RN, remarked that the third award was given to Sandy Lamperti, RN and herself 
for co-facilitating the Positive Women Decorum and Advocacy Group.  It is difficult for women who 
have been diagnosed with HIV as they tend to isolate themselves.  Staff would coach and coerce to 
advocate for themselves.  Making these changes within have made them more active for 
themselves and in the HIV community. 
 
Fran Courtney, RN, introduced, Patti Shutt, LPN, who works in the field program and the 
immunization clinic was appointed by the Governor to the State Board of Nursing as a 
representative. 

 
B. National Food Safety Education Month Poster Contest Winners 

Clare Schmutz explained that President Clinton for the third year declared the month of September 
as Food Safety Month.  During that month, the Environmental Health Division in cooperation Jean 
Palmer, Health Education Coordinator participated in several events. 
 
For a period of 4 weeks, 16 booths were set up in Albertsons, Smith’s and Lucky’s to talk to people 
about food safety.  We also participated in the Back to School Fair at the Boulevard Mall.  Staff 
conducted 8 classroom food safety programs.  In cooperation with TV-3 to develop several public 
service announcements on food safety that will be broadcasted.  The highlight of the month was the 
Poster Contest.  The contest was conducted with the assistance of the Nevada Restaurant 
Association (NRA) and sponsored by Sega Game Works.  He introduced, Ms. Karen Darcy, Vice 
President representing the NRA and Randy Stevenson of Sega Game Works. 
 
Karen Darcy stated that on behalf of the NRA it was a pleasure to participate in the program. The 
education of the young ones is very important in health and safety. 
 
Randy Stevens remarked on behalf of Sega Games Works thanked the Health District for allowing 
them to participate in the program which is vital to get the message out about this important issue. 
 
Clare Schmutz commented that the winners of the poster contest were unable to attend as they 
were in school.  The first place winner received $50 and 8 hours of free game play at Sega Game 
Works.  The second place winner received $30 and 4 hours of free game play at Sega Game 
Works.  Third place received $20 and 2 hours of free game play at Sega Game Works. 
 
He thanked Environmental Sanitarians Angela Bryant and Mary Hahn for their participation in the 
program.  
 
Jeanne Palmer remarked that the winning posters are going to placed on the front of a food safety 
pamphlet and also, will made into a poster that will go into the schools in March 1998.  
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I. CONSENT AGENDA:  

These are matters considered to be routine by the District Board of Health which may be enacted by 
one motion.  Any item, however, may be discussed separately per Board Member request.    

 
Member Kincaid moved for approval the Consent Agenda.  Member Crowley seconded the motion and 
carried unanimously approving the following Consent Agenda: 
 

1. Minutes/Board of Health Meeting - 10/23/97 
 
2. Payroll/Overtime for Periods of -09/20/97 - 10/03/97 & 10/04/97 - 10/17/97 

 
3. Accounts Payable Register - #723, 10/17/97 - 11/07/97 

 
 
II. PUBLIC HEARING/POSSIBLE ACTION (Approximately 8 A.M.) 

1. Memorandum#24-97 - Public Hearing to Consider a Variance Request from Clark County Fire 
Department for Possible Part-time Paramedic Service in Sandy Valley 

 
Secretary Ravitch opened the public hearing. 
 
Dr. Ravenholt explained that this is a Variance to Section 900.500 of the District EMS regulations 
which require no less than 5 Paramedics before it can provide advanced life support of Paramedic 
service.  Paramedics can also provide procedures and use drugs that cannot be used by either the 
EMT level or the EMTI level.  A Paramedic team consists of an EMT-Paramedic plus either another 
Paramedic or a EMT Intermediate.  The two make up a team that can provide Paramedic service.  
In the case of Sandy Valley they are part of a County volunteer ambulance program that functions 
under the umbrella of the County Fire Department for oversight, supplies and responsibility as to 
how they perform their services.  There are other volunteer services under County Fire oversight in 
several parts of the County. 
 
We had the first Paramedic level volunteer service in the country at Overton-Logandale that has 
been in existence for approximately 4 or 5 years.  That service meets the requirement of the 
regulation of having 5 Paramedics or more for the unit because there are several Las Vegas Fire 
man and County Fireman that are Paramedics who live in that area and constitute the volunteer 
service.  However, in Sandy Valley there is no cluster of fireman residing in that area.  They have a 
particular individual who has been involved in the volunteer service for several years.  She is 
presently taking the Paramedic Course at University Medical Center.  Presently, she is in the 
preceptor phase of the course and therefore, is the subject of the Advisory Town Council Board 
wishing to be able to have Paramedic service when she is available and has an assistant who is an 
EMTI.  The Variance would authorize the volunteer service to upgrade from Intermediate Life 
Support (ILS) EMT-Intermediate level to Advanced Life Support (ALS) Paramedic level with a lesser 
number of licensed ambulance attendants than required by regulation.   
 
Larue Scull, EMS Coordinator, explained that Staff recommended approval of the Variance through 
calendar year 1998 with the following conditions: 

 
a. Document the call volume of Sandy Valley, with a breakout of the number of ALS calls, the 

number of rendezvous with Flight for Life, Critical Care Transport and other required ALS 
interface response calls with Clark County Fire Department (CCFD) or AMR (Mercy).  This 
information is to be submitted to the Clark County Health District EMS office for review on a 
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quarterly basis. 
b. Maintain consistent adequate equipment/supplies for both ILS/ALS levels. 
 
c. Develop and assure support for Sandy Valley Volunteer Ambulance Service from the CCFD 

at Jean as an ALS service 24/7 as indicated in the request for Variance. 
 
d. CCFD to provide a written plan of supervision of this rural operation with systematic review 

of every ALS call. 
 
e. Document the paramedics’ patient contacts each month for a period of six months at the 

senior paramedic status. 
 
f. Skill proficiency to be demonstrated through skills sign-off by the CCFD physician advisor at 

least semi-annually. 
 
g. Present written review to the Board of Health at December 1998 meeting. 

 
Chief Steve Hanson remarked that the information had been covered by Dr. Ravenholt.  He added 
that he did not see any complications with the conditions that the Health District is asking in Sandy 
Valley for the first year of the program.  Also, many of them were addressed in the letter to Staff.  
He added that the individual is now in the last phase of evaluations in the Paramedic level course 
and is doing very well.   
 
Discussion ensued with the Board about a formal plan and adding more Paramedics to the area by 
perhaps other volunteers wanting to upgrade there skills.  There has been a real interest in Sandy 
Valley to do another EMTI class to bring individuals up to the next level which you need to enter 
Paramedic school. The CCFD will work with the volunteers and provide the opportunities to become 
EMTI and offer support the effort of any of the volunteers who truly interested in becoming a 
Paramedic.  The plan should be flexible to encourage others to participate in upgrading skills. 
 
Mark Kathey, Vice Chairman of Sandy Valley Citizen Advisory Council and Fire Chief, commented 
that there is a specific plans of two other individuals who are very interested in the program.  He 
added that two other individuals had been interested in the Paramedic course but because of 
having a family had to drop out.  However, circumstances for these individuals may change in the 
next couple of years.  
 
The Board commended the Sandy Valley Volunteer for her efforts to obtain the Paramedic level 
certification.  The Sandy Valley area is a growing community that is fairly isolate.  There is no way 
for the outlying communities to respond to this area as the roads in the Valley are very curvy with no 
immediate access to any straight streets.  There is need for this service in the Sandy Valley area. 
 
Bill Johnson, Captain Las Fire Department and Paramedic, and one of the founding Paramedics for 
the Overton-Logandale area, stated that he was a strong advocate of Paramedicine in rural areas 
as long as it is well supported and well planned.  The program in the Overton-Logandale worked 
well because of the base of 7 or 8 experienced Paramedics in the area.  He shared with the Board 
some issues facing Paramedics in the rural areas. The stress of perhaps working on your friends 
and neighbors, not being able to be there for all the calls, and being with the patients for hours 
could be difficult to handle. The lack of ALS calls may cause the Paramedic to doubt their skills so 
support in that area was needed.  He reviewed some of the procedures that the EMTI’s could not 
do and suggested that the Board may think in the future about expanding the scope of practice for 
the EMTI.  This would provide additional support for the Paramedicine program in the outlying 
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areas. 
 
There being no further comment, Secretary Ravitch closed the public hearing. 

Member Kenny moved for approval of the Variance to EMS Regulations Section 900.500 to allow 
Sandy Valley Volunteer Fire Department to provide an ALS Level with one Paramedic and when that 
Paramedic is available with the conditions outlined by Staff. Motion was seconded by Member Brown 
and carried unanimously. 

 
 
III. REPORT/DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION:  

1. Nominating Committee for Board of Health Calendar Year 1998 Officers.    
 

Member Brown explained that the Nominating Committee did not have the opportunity to meet but 
would have a report for the December 1997 Board of Health Meeting. 

 
2. Memorandum #25-97 - Adoption of Dates for 1998 Board of Health Meetings 

 
Dr. Ravenholt remarked that Staff had suggested alternatives for November and December 
because of the Thanksgiving and Christmas Holidays.   

 
Member Kincaid moved to approve scheduling the fourth Thursday of each month for the Board 
meetings with the exception of the 19th for November, the 17th for December.  Motion was seconded by 
Member Brown and carried unanimously. 

 
3. Petition #57-97 - Remodeling Bids for Main Health Center Re-roofing and Rotunda Staff Review 

and Recommendations 
 

Dr. Ravenholt asked that the Board carry this item over to the December Board meeting.  The 
petition did not provide an option for the Board as to how to proceed on bid.  This item was not 
agendized to take action either way.  Also, there is a technical issue that will be discussed at that 
meeting to allow the Board to take action.  The bids received on November 5, 1997 are good for 60 
days.  Staff will present the item in December with options for the Board.  
 
Ian Ross, Board Legal Counsel, stated that he concurred with Dr. Ravenholt and recommended that 
the item be continue to the December meeting.  The Board is not in a position at this time to make 
an award. 
 

Member Cyphers moved to follow Staff’s recommendation to hold this item for the December meeting.  
Motion was seconded by Member Crowley and carried unanimously. 

 
4. Petition #58-97  - Proposed Revised Classification Specification for Senior Administrative Clerk 

 
David Rowles remarked that this classification is to assist in addressing Staffing needs.  The District 
recently added 2 Senior Administrative Clerk position to the Air Pollution control Division.  To be 
consistent, specific examples of essential responsibilities and duties for these new positions will be 
added to the classification specifications.   

 
Member Kincaid moved for approval of Petition #58-97.  Motion was seconded by Member Brown and 
carried unanimously. 

 



Board of Health Minutes          Page 8 of 13 
November 20, 1997 
 

5. Petition #59-97 - Proposed revised Classification Specification for Public Health Nurse I and Field 
Public Health Nurse I 

 
David Rowles asked that the Board approve the revised classification specifications for Public 
Health Nurse I and Field Public Health Nurse I that clarifies the promotional process to the Public 
Health Nurse II and Field Public Health Nurse II. 

 
Member Kincaid moved for approval of Petition #59-97.  Motion was seconded by Member Kenny and 
carried unanimously.   

 
6. Petition #60-97 - Award of  Bid for the Computer Super Server     

 
David Rowles explained that Staff has identified our computer needs, and the design and structure 
of computer services at the District.  The petition provides the result of bids received to provide 
computer services: 

 
Vendor  Amount 
Western Micro Tech  “No Bid” 
Wyle Electronics  $92,188.45 
Connecting Point  $98,532.00 
Business Communications, Inc.  $99,305.00 

 
 

Staff recommended that the bid received from Connecting Point computer Center be selected as 
the lowest responsive and responsible bid.  Staff has confirmed that the bid submitted by Wyle 
Electronics, although lowest dollar wise, does not meet the District’s specifications on two 
requirements.  Namely, the motherboard contains no outdated EISA slots and the hard disk 
controllers be hot swappable.  The District realizes how rapidly technology changes and does not 
wish to purchase equipment with dated circuitry which obsolete.  The Connecting Point bid 
conforms to District specifications. 

 
Member Kenny moved for approval of Petition #60-97.  Motion was seconded by Member Crowley and 
carried unanimously. 

 
7. Memorandum #26-97 - Auditor Report of Fiscal Year 1996-1997, Financial Status 

 
David Rowles remarked that representatives from Stewart, Archibald and Barney have completed 
their examination of District fiscal records and were available to make a report.  Staff has remedied 
the flaw in the system which the auditing firm had discovered which basically that for 2 months the 
Air Pollution Control Division did not use recycle paper. 
 
Gary Stewart, representing Stewart, Archibald and Barney, reported that the Health District is 
financially healthy.  He briefly highlighted a few items on the report.  It was their opinion, that the 
general purpose financial statements for the year ended June 30, 1997, presently fairly in all 
material respects, the financial position of the Clark County Health District.  The results of its 
operations and the cash flows of its proprietary fund for the year then ended in conformity with 
generally accepted accounting principles.   
 
He added that the report expressed an unqualified opinion on the general-purpose financial 
statements of the District.  No reportable conditions ere disclosed during the audit of the financial 
statements.  There were no findings and questioned costs of major federal award programs audit.  
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All of the recommendations from the previous year had been implemented.  He thanked the Board 
and commended Staff for their cooperation on the audit. 
 
Dr. Ravenholt commended Karl Munninger, Financial Services Manager for his efforts and 
cooperation. 
 

Member Kincaid moved to approve the Auditor Report of Fiscal Year 1996-1997, Financial Status.  
Motion was seconded by Member Kenny and carried by the following roll call vote: 

 
Kirk Cammack, M.D. Aye Paula Brown Aye 
Donalene Ravitch, RN Aye Mary Kincaid  Aye 
Susan Crowley  Aye Amanda Cyphers Aye 
Erin Kenny    Aye 

 
8. Memorandum #27-97 - Lawsuit by Western States Petroleum Association 

 
Ian Ross, Board Legal Counsel stated that the lawsuit filed by the Western States Petroleum 
Association is to essentially undo the regulations that the Board has passed concerning changing 
the oxygenated gasoline from 2.7 % to 3.5 oxygen.  Staff perceives that the primary reason that this 
was adopted was the result of a resolution from the Clark County Commission.  This is part of 
Comprehensive Planning efforts for the State Implementation Plan and Regional   
 
Transportation efforts.  Commissioner Kenny has made overture for the District Attorney’s office to 
review the lawsuit.  The District is hopeful that the DA office will be primary in defending the 
regulations in these proceedings, which were done primarily at the County’s request. 
 
We are anticipating that the proceedings will be very comprehensive and complicated litigation.  
The issues were raised before the Board as the regulations were considered.  The Board did have 
the discretion to pass these regulations.  We have also notified EPA concerning this lawsuit and 
hopeful that they will expend their time an effort in supporting it, since one of the major claims in the 
complaint is that we do not have jurisdiction to make those regulations due to federal preemption 
under the Clean Air Act.   
 
Dr. Ravenholt added that the difference in the credit for carbon monoxide (CO) reduction in terms of 
the tons per day in the Valley is about 8%.  The 2.7% level of oxygenate in gasoline which is 
commensurate with either MTBE or Ethanol there is about a 30% credit for what that will do in 
reducing monoxide emissions.  By going to the 3.5%, that adds about an 8% additional reduction in 
CO emissions into the Valley’s atmosphere.   This is a critical factor in the Regional Transportation 
Commission (RTC) projected transportation plan through the year 2015 (they have to give a 20 year 
projection as to how we are going to stay in compliance).  If that component of reduced monoxide is 
not there from the 3.5 versus 2.7 level of oxygenate, then that 8% has to be made up by other 
measures.  Even as it presently is, it is going to be a very difficult demonstration to satisfy EPA that 
we can grow in the general trend we are and not end up violating the CO standard.  The RTC 
transportation compliance plan is out for public comment and they have to adopt that as a subset of 
County’s plan for air quality maintenance which is a County Commission Authority.  The County’s 
desire for the Board to adopt those regulations stems from this and has to be filed and EPA has to 
accept it.  Therefore, we are looking for the County District Attorney’s Office to take the primary role 
in this suit.  The critical impact of this suit is on the RTC and County Commission, not on the 
District’s monitoring and enforcement activities. 
 
Michael Naylor stated that part of what that regulation accomplished was just to reflect what is 
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already happening in the Las Vegas area.  We have had the 3.5 oxygenate in the gasoline prior in 
the 2 prior winter seasons and have already for this upcoming winter season.  So the actual 
adoption of the regulations did not change what is happening in the marketplace.  However, it did 
allow the County to claim an additional 8% credit.    
 
Dr. Ravenholt added that EPA will not accept it as 3.5 per credit unless it is mandated to be 3.5.  
The practice for 3.5 for Ethanol is currently in existence.  Dr. Ravenholt passed out a letter that had 
been forwarded to the County District Attorney’s office. 
 
Discussion followed by the Board, Legal Counsel and Staff concerning the desire to have the Board 
Legal Counsel cooperatively involved with the DA office in the lawsuit as Board Legal Counsel has 
more knowledge of the subject matter.  District Legal Counsel and DA office would be a co-counsel 
function with both signing on the pleadings.  
 
Ian Ross, Board Legal Counsel commented that there is a recognition that DA Staff do not have the 
technical knowledge of the subject matter.  The DA office has been assured that District APC Staff 
and Legal Counsel could supply that technical information needed.  However, the DA office does 
have the in-house research staff available that will be needed in this lawsuit. 
 
The Board had no objection to a Co-Counsel approach, but Board Legal Counsel should be 
involved both in and out of court, including the presentations to the Court.   
 

Member Kincaid made a motion to endorse Dr. Ravenholt’s letter to Jan Stewart, Deputy DA and to 
request the District Attorney’s office to take the primary role.  But, to stress very strongly that we want 
Co-Counsel from the Health District.  Motion was seconded by Member Cammack and carried 
unanimously. 

 
 
IV. HEALTH OFFICER & STAFF REPORTS  

Dr. Kwalick briefed the Board on the Poison Control Hotline.  The contract between Columbia Sunrise 
and Colorado Prevention and Control Program is ending December 31st.  A meeting was held on 
November 6th by the Public, Private, Patient, Payer, Provider, Poison Prevention Panel to discuss how 
to continue this valuable public health community service.  Representatives from 6 of the hospitals, 2 of 
the health plans, the Las Vegas Convention Authority, AMR (Mercy), Representative Ensign’s office 
and Chairman Ferraro were in attendance.  The group was briefed by Dr. Richard Dart, who is the 
Director of the Rocky Mountain Control Center in Denver, Colorado.  He covered the benefits of the 
poison control hotline and center, including the cost, different alternatives for support that various 
geographic areas have used.  He presented a position that Poison Control Centers throughout the U.S. 
are seriously under funded and that is why we are going to the federal level to try to get some sort of 
super funding in the next 2-3 years.  However, that is not going to help us at this point time with the 
discontinuation by December 31st.   
 
There is an estimated 4 million poisonings per year in the United States.  By providing expert telephone 
advice 50,000 hospitalizations and 400,000 provider visits could be saved per year.  The calls placed 
from home are 85% to 90%, and 10% health care provides, with 60% of incidences occurring in 
children under 6 years of age.  Approximately three fourths of the calls are treatable in the home and 
therefore no transport or cost to the health care system.    It is estimated that $1 in a poison control 
center saves $7 in medical costs that occur throughout the country.   
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In discussing the mechanisms to support alternatives, Dr. Dart pointed out that the individuals who 
benefit most from poison control centers, pay the least in terms of support of those agencies.  Hospitals 
paid 27% of the costs, but realize approximately 15% of the savings.  Individuals and donors pay about 
5% of the cost but realize 23% of the savings.  Third parties pay 11% of the costs but save 36% in the 
sense of not having people go to the hospitals or physicians.   
 
In checking with what various states are currently doing to fund poison control centers throughout the 
country, we find that there are 75 throughout the country providing services.  This will decreased to 
approximately 50 when federal funding does become available.  Coincident, there are 50 states so 
whether it will be on a statewide basis is unknown at this time.   Some of the things that are being done 
to support these centers includes a “911" surcharge in Texas, a birth certificate fee in Pennsylvania, all 
the hospitals in New Jersey have to pay a fee, Blue Cross and Blue Shied fund it in California, they are 
under separate and private contracts in Colorado.  There are Medicaid funds used in several states, 
however this has not been very successful because of the amount of paperwork.  Also, some states are 
using general funds to support the poison control program. 
 
The Panel discussed ideas related to what should Southern Nevada do at this point in time.  It was 
decided that in the short term we needed to get some participation from the community at-large for 
funding for the next 6 months.  The Poison Control Panel is anticipating presenting a detailed plan to 
the Board during the 1998/1999 budget cycle that possibly would institutionalize a program at the Clark 
County Health District.  He covered some of the issues the Panel discussed including donations 
pledged from AMR (Mercy) who pledged $5,000 and offered to contact other health care providers and 
interested parties in getting help from the community. 
 
Discussion followed by the Board and Staff.  The Board felt that this was a very vital service to the 
community and did not want to see this service ending on December 31, 1997.  The Board directed 
Staff to have the issue placed on the December 1997 agenda for some type of interim funding for the 
upcoming 6 month period, along with possible options for getting donations to help cover the cost of the 
program.  Also, the Board asked Staff to research the possibility of adding a surcharge to Birth 
Certificates for the Poison Control Program.  
 
David Rowles commented that during the month of October we processed 10,256 health cards.  
Approximately 55% were brand new applicants and 45% were renewals.   
 
Dr. Ravenholt added that the District has had some dialogue with the Denver Health Department 
pertaining to health cards and related activities.  They have encountered a situation where 
Environmental Health in terms of food and restaurant chains have now created their own Board. who 
want to remove this function from Health jurisdiction.  This Denver Board is wishing terminate any 
health card activity.  The Health District program has continued to run smoothly with support from the 
industry. 
 
David Rowles stated that during the month of October 1997 there were 1,376 Birth Certificates issued, 
which is approximately 125 more than our average.  We issued 747 Death Certificates in the month of 
October, 1997.  Development of floor plans for the East Valley location are ongoing.  He and Dr. 
Ravenholt attended the annual American Public Health Association meeting earlier this month.   

 
Air Pollution Control  
Michael Naylor remarked that permit acreage for new construction is 3,000 more than in 1996.  Despite 
the increase in construction activity the number of exceedances is down.  We have had 16 exceedance 
events this year compared to 49 the same time period in 1996.  Staff is working out with EPA a natural 
events action plan in which EPA will recognize that when there are high winds in the desert, dust will 
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occur.  Rules are now emerging on the Natural Events Action Plan.  However, we do need to be 
pursuing rules to mitigate dust as well as providing public education to inform people that when high 
winds do occur they are unhealthy.  We are working with weather service so that when their high wind 
advisory goes out they can include the statement that unhealthy levels of particulate matter may occur, 
sensitive persons should take some precautions and stay indoors.  To date this fall we have not had an 
unhealthy day since March 1996. 
 
Clinics & Nursing  
Fran Courtney, RN, stated that over the last several years the District has not added personnel in the 
Laboratory.  However, we have added a lot of equipment that is needed to process the volume of 
laboratory work received.  We are in the process of remodeling the lab to accommodate the equipment 
and a computer system which will alleviate recoding of lab results now done by hand.   At the same 
time the lab goes on line we will be able to transmit results from our sexually transmitted disease clinic. 
 
Dr. Ravenholt added that we have had a reduction in syphillis and gonorrhea incidence.  Chlamydia is 
now the primary sexually transmitted disease that we are dealing with.  
 
Fran Courtney, RN, also explained that the Nevada Division of Aging visited the District to review the 
new Seniors program that went into affect three months ago.  There were no recommendations and she 
commended the Nursing Staff for getting the program up and running.  
 
Environmental Health 
Clare Schmutz remarked that in February the Board approved regulations governing the Sanitation of 
Tattoo and Permanent Makeup Establishments.  During that meeting the Board directed Staff to work 
with industry to investigate developing a Board that would regulate the program.  He introduced Phillipa 
Pointon, Environmental Health Specialist. 
 
Phillipa Pointon explained that she had contacted the Nevada State Health Division and they were 
happy with what the Health District was doing.  She attended the Nevada State Board of cosmetology 
Board meeting on October 13, 1997 to discuss their possible assistance in regulating the educational 
requirements for the tattoo artists in Clark County.  After extensive discussion it was determined that 
the Board of cosmetology does not have the expertise to certify tattoo artists and did not feel 
comfortable in assuming that role.  Some members of the Tattoo/Permanent Makeup industry are 
planning to try to establish their own professional board and regulate their own industry.  Staff has 
provided information to industry on how to work with the State Legislature to establish a Board for 
themselves in the State of Nevada.   
 
Clare Schmutz added that this is a fast growing industry.  There are now 43 permitted 
Tattoo/Permanent Makeup establishments, 29 body piercing, 115 operators, and 25 apprentices in the 
community.  Three years ago it was less than 10%. 
 
In October at the Nevada Public Health Association meeting Phillipa received the Outstanding 
Professional Environmental Health award.   
 
He briefly gave the Board an update on the Mayfield water system in Henderson with high levels of 
nitrates.  Staff has had 2 meetings with the association of 30 residents/homeowners, along with 
Henderson City officials.  At the last meeting the association voted unanimously connect to the City of 
Henderson water supply.  They have asked the Henderson city officials to write a letter to the Nevada 
Division of Water Planning requesting a grant to help defray the cost of connecting to the Henderson 
water supply.  The State Engineers office has stated that in the will be notifying all well permits that are 
revokable and within 1200 feet of public water line must connect and discontinue use the well.  
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Staff is continuing to work with the Nevada Resort Association (NRA) in order to get some assistance in 
placement of chemical toilets for the Las Vegas Strip for New Years Eve celebration.  The NRA has 
appropriated $11,000 to fund 250 toilets to be placed on the Strip.  In conjunction with the Nevada 
Highway Patrol we are looking for adequate well-lighted locations for placement of the toilets. 
Dr. Ravenholt informed the Board that he had a clause in his contract that required that he gave a 6 
months notice of his departure.  He stated that May 8, 1998 would be the end of his contract and he 
would step out of his Chief Health Officer position at that time.   
 
The Board commended Dr. Ravenholt for his dedication and exceptional effort in managing one of the 
best well-run political entities in the State.     

 
 
V. CITIZENS PARTICIPATION 

Mary Shope, Boulder City resident, passed around an example of auto fluff that is being used in 
Boulder City.  She stated that should be better standards and controls over what really is the final 
product of auto fluff.  She expressed concern of comments made by a District representative at the 
Landfill follow-up meeting in Boulder City. 

 
 
VI. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS          DULY NOTED 

1. Financial Data 
2. Emergency Medical Services Advisory Board Meeting Minutes and Annotated Agenda, 10/01/97 
3. Listing of Food Establishments in Plan Review for the Period of 10/01/97 - 10/31/97 Environmental 

Health Division 
4. Air Pollution Control Monthly Report (Air Quality, Enforcement Activity and Permitting), October, 

1997 
5. Air Pollution Control Hearing Officer Meeting Annotated Agendas, 10/97 and 11/97 
6. Home Health Advisory Board Minutes, 10/23/97 
7. Letters of Appreciation 

 
 
VII. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Secretary Ravitch adjourned the meeting at 
___________ 
 
 

SUBMITTED FOR BOARD APPROVAL 
 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Otto Ravenholt, MD, Chief Health Officer 
Executive Secretary 
 
/mlg 
 


